NORTH WEST COMMUNITY NETWORK CONSULTATION

27TH NOVEMBER 2007

Present:
Séamus Mullen, Investing for Health



Colin Devine, North West Community Network



Don Patterson, U3A Foyle



Eamon O’Kane, Derry Healthy Cities



Aisling Kelly, Dennet Interchange



Mary Casey, Culmore Community Development group



Jeffrey Cusack, ZEST



Carmel Mulhrine BHCP



Mary Cruickshank BHCP

PRESENTATION

Séamus Mullen gave a presentation outlining the initiatives that Western IFH has delivered in implementation of its strategic over the past number of years and highlighted the strategic priorities for the Partnership for the coming two years.

DISCUSSION

· There was a significant deal of interest in fuel poverty (possibly following warm homes scheme announcement previously that week).

· Other Areas raised by attendees for discussion:

· Family Bereavement – mental health issues – powerlessness and pressure – concern regarding level of support going on waiting lists – nearly worse than where they started – can lead to self- harm in the end up – need for Family Support for isolation. 

· Members present felt that Neighbourhood Renewal needs addressed.  The delays in the process and bureaucracy have made it difficult to 

· Attendees raised the point that there seems to be a high degree of Mental and Emotional Health issues across DCC area and in particular Mental Health Support issues for parents/carers.  They also pointed out that there is a need to focus mental health services and preventative strategies towards young people and those in the 21-30 year age bracket – also with a focus on children and teenagers.  They outlined that IFH should be in a good position to encourage other stakeholders to buy into the need to engage in the provision and promotion of services for people who fall into this category.

· Discussion regarding reactive/proactive work most of the work is reactive. – 7 priorities – need more focus on Objective 3 – lot of problems we talk about emanate from lack of self-esteem.  It was contended that health comes out of a start of wellbeing and as a result, WIFH should focus on wellbeing and the resulting wellbeing that comes out of being healthy. 

· Ally Foyle running Health & Wellbeing Conference in March focusing on idea of wellbeing. It was proposed that the need to focus on wellbeing is explored in greater details at this conference.
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