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SUMMARY NOTES

EXTENDED SCHOOLS PROGRAMME 

MANAGEMENT BOARD MEETING

MONDAY 10TH DECEMBER 2007
These notes are a summary update to inform others associated with WIFH – WHSSB on the outcome from the recent meeting.

1.0
Speech & Language Therapy
Discussion took place around requests from the Extended Schools Programme for the additional support of Speech & Language Therapies within schools. WELB advised that there is currently four sources of support available. The West Programme, which focuses mainly on early years, internal Education & Library Board Services, Private Sector and the Trust.

Bridie Mullin recently met with Brendan Bonner and discussed the issue of Speech & Language Therapy as a broader issue and it was agreed that Clare McGartland should be invited to speak to the Extended Schools in their January / February video conference. Brendan will follow this up with Claire.

Action: Brendan Bonner

2.0
Children & Young People’s Fund

It is understood that a meeting has recently taken place between the Head of the Health and Education sectors to discuss the future roll out of this programme and the impact it would have on Extended Schools. Further information will precede in due course.

3.0
Funding

The meeting was advised that a review is ongoing in the Western Board area to ensure that schools are meeting their full spend. A consultative Audit has been completed and there have been satisfactory findings.

4.0
Neighbourhood Renewal

It was confirmed that DE and DSD have agreed a contract of agreed workings in terms of Neighbourhood Renewal and Extended Schools. Money that has been identified for core educational programmes will go through DE and already initiatives have been identified in the Omagh area for £50,000 and Fermanagh area for £90,000.

5.0
Action Plans

A schedule of actions in terms of the Clustering Programme for the Western Board area was discussed. In particular the following was noted:

· The Waterside are now working with Neighbourhood Renewal and one school is being opened at nights and at weekends to be used as a community facility and includes things like midnight soccer.

· The Outer North in Derry have been complimented on the process they engaged in with the Community and Voluntary Sector leading on the development of a programme with a focus on emotional wellbeing.

It has been identified that there are a number of training dates which are to take place in January. These community focused workshops will take place on:

· 18th January 2008

Limavady area

· 21st January 2008

Waterside area

· 22nd January 2008 

Creggan area

· 24th January 2008

Outer North area

· 28th January 2008 

Strabane area

· 29th January 2008 

Fermanagh area

· 31st January 2008 

Omagh area.

Discussion took place and it was agreed that the Cluster focus is to be continued and encouraged. Through this there is greater engagement and Value for Money.

6.0
Advice Service

The Western Board has arranged a series of video conferencing sessions for Principals that will run through the five Education Centres. The first programme will look at HR and Finance issues. The next big priority is Speech and Language Therapy. These events will take place on the 2nd Monday of every month.

7.0
Regional Training Unit

Bridie Mullin gave an update on recent training she attended in respect of Extended Schools, with speakers brought in from the UK. It was pointed out that schools only contribute 20% of the impact on a child’s development, 40% is done by the child itself and 40% by the community. It was felt that if schools are to make any impact they must reach beyond this 20%.

8.0 Event

Notification of an event-taking place in England in February was circulated. It was recommended that in particular representatives from Health should consider attending the event.

9.0
IFH Presentation

At the request of the Management Board I gave a presentation of the impact that IFH is having in the Western Board area and its link to Extended Schools. The presentation was well received and it has been recommended that it should now be presented to the Joint Management Board Committee for both the Southern and Western Education and Library Boards.

10.0
Date & Time of Next Meeting

10.00am, Monday 11th February 2008, Omagh Teachers Centre

