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General Guidance Notes for Those Applying For Funding

2009 - 2010

Please read these guidance notes carefully before considering making an application under any of the advised themes covered by this health and well being funding programme.

Introduction 

The CLEAR project in conjunction with the Public Health Agency (PHA), have identified non-recurring funding to address the theme of suicide prevention /self harm.  CLEAR have agreed to facilitate this process on behalf of the PHA and invite community and voluntary sector organisations to apply for non-recurring awards to address the outlined themes.

Background

The CLEAR project is a unique partnership initiative in community mental health and well being that has been commissioned under the NI Suicide Prevention Strategy – Protect Life (A shared vision) which was launched in October 2006 by the Minister for Health, Social Services and Public Safety.  The document states that the reduction of suicide and the tragic consequences for families is a priority for statutory, community and voluntary sectors alike. 

The strategy calls for a change in attitudes to reduce stigma, encourage people to talk about mental health issues and seek help.  

The aim of this Strategy is:

“To reduce the Northern Ireland suicide rate, particularly among young people and those most at risk.”

Key Objectives 

· To raise awareness of mental health and wellbeing issues;

· To ensure early recognition of mental illness, and to provide appropriate follow up action by support services;

· To enhance the support role currently carried out by the Voluntary and Community sectors, bereaved families and individuals who have made previous suicide attempts;

· To develop co-ordinated, effective, accessible and timely response mechanisms for those seeking help;

· To provide appropriate training for people dealing with suicide and mental health issues;

· To support the media in the development of a suitable response to suicide related matters;

· To provide support for research and evaluation of relevant suicide and self-harm issues; and

· To restrict access, where possible, to the means of carrying out suicide.

· To participate and support the Integrated Community Development Project – CLEAR.

Priority Target Areas

The Strategy has identified a number of key priority areas for targeting and they include

· Males between 18-34;

· Bereaved families, individuals who have made previous suicide attempts and carers;

· High risk occupations and groups including health care staff, farmers, Police Officers, armed forces and survivors of abuse;

· People who misuse alcohol and drugs

· Marginalised and disadvantaged groups, including lesbian, gay, bi-sexual and transgender people;

· People who self-harm and those who have previously had contact with mental health services; and

· People living in socially and economically disadvantaged areas.

Types of Award

Community & voluntary sector organisations can apply for funding under the following 2 themes:

1. Service Delivery(S/SH1)
A number of awards are available to support the delivery of services up to the value of £7,500 in the following areas:

· Where local community support structures have already been developed, and have shown to be successful, then consideration will be given to commencing longer term planning with the relevant organisations.

· Priority will be given to those groups whose primary focus is suicide prevention

· Within the overall context of promoting good mental health, funding proposals from bodies/organisation who aim to tackle the main contributing factors of suicide and self-harm will also be considered.

· Proposals that demonstrate an ability/desire to work in a joined up manner, and/or innovative thinking in the field of suicide prevention, will also be encouraged.

2.
Service Development(S/SH2)
A number of awards are available to support organisational development up to the value of £5,000 in the following areas:

· Organisations that participated in the CLEAR mapping exercise are eligible to apply for monies under this theme.

· Within the context of improving service delivery funding proposals from relevant organisation which focus upon developing organisational practices / policies / strategic direction / governance structures etc. will be considered, this may include but is not limited to developing confidentiality / data protection mechanisms.

· Proposals that demonstrate an ability to meet development needs outlined in tailored individual reports provided through the CLEAR mapping exercise.

· Development proposals which will assist in the improved delivery of services within the overall context of promoting good mental health will also be considered.

NB. For funding offered under these themes through this programme, money received must be spent before the end of March 2010.

You can apply for a grant under the service DELIVERY theme if: 

· You are a non-profit taking group from the Community/Voluntary sector.

· You have adopted a constitution and or articles & memorandum of association.

· You have a bank or building society account in the name of your group.

· You enclose your most recent annual accounts (or, for new groups, a statement of your income and expenditure).  These must be signed as approved by an office-holder.

· You can spend the funding before the end of the financial year 31 March 2010.

· Your project fits within the advised themes.
· Your project will run within the WHSCT area.
You can apply for a grant under the service DEVELOPMENT theme if: 

· Your organisation participated in the CLEAR Project mapping exercise and you were provided with a personalised development report by the consultants that completed the report.
· You are a non-profit taking group from the Community/Voluntary sector.

· You have adopted a constitution and or articles & memorandum of association.

· You have a bank or building society account in the name of your group.

· You enclose your most recent annual accounts (or, for new groups, a statement of your income and expenditure).  These must be signed as approved by an office-holder.

· You can spend the funding before the end of the financial year 31 March 2010.

· Your project fits within the advised themes.
· Your project will run within the WHSCT area.
What we won’t fund

Examples of what we do not fund include:

· Building costs 

· Retrospective applications.

· Work carried out prior to the approval of the funding.

· Loan repayments.

· Activities that do not fit within the advised themes.

· Unreasonable costs

Making an Application

Applications must be completed using the CLEAR Application Form.

No continuation sheets will be considered, so please ensure that you keep your answers within the confines of the Application Form.

All required accompanying documentation as advised must be supplied with the application to be considered complete.  Without this the application will be deemed ineligible and will not be considered for funding.

Additional Information

It is anticipated that assessment of applications will be completed and decisions issued by end October.  The Service Budget Agreement to successful applicants will include a number of binding conditions, which will effectively operate as a contract, under which the project/initiative should be operated.

Authorised Signatures 

Please ensure two duly recognised officers in your organisation sign the application form. The signatories must be: (a) a contact person for the organisation who is familiar with the application (b) the person who will sign the contract in the event that your application is successful.   

Forward completed applications to the:

CLEAR PROJECT,

c/o WDACT, 

Anderson House

2nd Floor

Market Street

Omagh, County Tyrone

BT78 1EE

For clarification on any aspect of the application process contact Shauna Houston on 028 8225 39532.

Closing date

Applications must be received on or before 3.00 pm on Friday 4th December 2009.[image: image5.emf]
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