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The HAZ team were deeply saddened by the recent death of Rosie O Hara following a short illness.


Rosie has worked with the team almost since the beginning of the project carrying out evaluation and research work as a private consultant. Her lasting legacy will be the commitment compassion and sensitivity with which she carried out her work. Rosies insightfulness and keen mind have helped shape and direct much of what we do and how we do it, she will be missed both as a friend and a colleague.


The HAZ team would like to extend their deepest sympathy to Rosies family and friends.








The WHAZ team have recently spent some time reviewing their work to date and planning our future direction. This review has taken on board the findings of both the Regional and the  WHAZ external evaluations. The team have now developed a draft action plan to take us up until March 07, we plan to consult on this during October.





In addition a meeting has been arranged with the department to discuss the findings of the regional evaluation of all four HAZ’s and to clarify their future direction.











The 2004/05 WHSSB smoking cessation/prevention services annual report is available for team members. Contact Mark to receive a copy by email. 





A report has been produced on the mental ill health and smoking project. This is available for team members via email. Contact Mark.





Following an initial meeting with the PSNI District Commander at Strand Road a meeting is being convened along with Customs and Excise to address the issue of sale of illegal cigarettes. Mark will update the group on progress.














Community Development Operational Group.  My Steering Group has asked me to establish an operational group to work with colleagues across the HPSS who have an identified role or responsibility for the promotion of / utilisation of a community development approach to health & well being, particularly at an operational level.  To that end, a number of invitations have been sent out for the inaugural meeting of this group.  It is hoped that we can look at operational issues and that through the group, we can share best practice, discuss issues of common concern and that the CDSG can ensure that through my chairing of the group, that there is a common strategic direction to this area of work across the HPSS.





WASOP. Martin Duffy & myself are shortly to welcome a new member of staff to the Community Development Unit.  Camille McDermott has been appointed on a secondment basis to work with Martin & myself for an 18 month period to help ensure that the WASOP initiative reaches its full potential and that there is sufficient resources to give full effective management to the initiative.











IFH Regional Conference is now open for bookings. Theme of the conference this year is ‘Challenges and Opportunities’ for Investing for Health.  It takes place in the Radisson Roe Park on 17th November.  Booking form and further information can be found on www.ifhconference2005.net 





RAFAEL project has restarted (`Renaissance of Atlantic Food Authenticity and Economic Links`).  IFH is a key partner in this project, which is led by Sperrin Lakeland Trust.  It aims to link local farmers and producers to procurement by public sector organisations.  Sperrin Lakeland is leading by procuring local sustainable food into one of its hospital canteens.  Project has the potential to become a positive model which links healthy eating, development of the agricultural industry and environmental sustainability.











Accident Prevention Update for IFH


Lesley Finlay was appointed to the Accident Prevention post in July 2005.  





One of Lesley’s first tasks has been liaising with key partners to plan Streetsmart schemes for Omagh in November and Derry in January 2006.  Streetsmart provides an opportunity for Primary 6 & 7 pupils to learn about safety and the prevention of accidents in realistic settings.  The Health Promotion Department is in the process of inviting tenders to evaluate the scheme before the end of this financial year.





Lesley is also exploring the possibility of reviving Home Safe, a home safety initiative for older people.





Other key roles will be investigating the potential for development of a Falls Strategy for the WHSSB and supporting the IFH accident prevention group which is works to implement the NI Home Accident Prevention Strategy at Board level, and the work of the local Home Accident Prevention Groups in each District Council area 


 




















The Later Years Sub-group of IFH recently hosted a workshop on transport issues for older people in the West.  The draft report has now been circulated around participants and will be available widely from the beginning of September.  If anyone requires a copy let me know.








Cook it! 








Following training for new tutors carried out in April/May, there was a further increase in the number of  Cook it! programmes being delivered in the west. Training for new Cook it! tutors will take place in the autumn. A training needs assessment was carried out over the summer with existing Cook it! tutors.  The results have been collated and a training and updating calendar for autumn–spring period 2005/2006 is being prepared. 


	


Accreditation for Cook it! Tutors through the NI Open College Network is currently under consideration. The Health Promotion Agency would become a training centre and all Cook it! Tutors trained since commencement of the Big Lottery funding could apply for accreditation. This is to be discussed at the Regional Cook it! Steering Group in September.














Big Lottery – young people fund 


Big lottery due to launch first tranche of funding under the young peoples fund on the 28th September to date I have no further details.  I will update relevant people as soon as I receive relevant information.





Big Lottery – Self Evaluation 


Big Lottery have just appointed a CENI to deliver self-evaluation training to the projects in each of the four board areas.  It is anticipated that this training will take place in late October-early early November.





The teenage transition sub-group is currently working to support the delivery of a teaching pack for teenagers linked to a PSNI run road show on road accidents 


I am currently compiling a set of case studies to cover IFH activities funded to date.  (Those who haven't responded - we know where you live!)
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