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DHSSPS have recently confirmed the funding of the HAZ until March 08 and the implementation of the Review of Public Administration; therefore we have now revisited our action plan in consultation with key stakeholders and extended it out until that date. The plan is available on our website.





In relation to the future of the HAZ initiative, a meeting has been arranged with the DHSSPS on the 7th of August at which all HAZs will be represented and given an opportunity to outline their specific role in the delivery of the Health Improvement Agenda and the need to ensure the resources for this type of approach are not lost under any new arrangements put in place under RPA.
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Big Lottery funding for the Cook it! project ends in July 2007. A sub-group of the Cook it! Working group has been looking at developing a business case for establishing a Community Food Team. This team would continue support for Cook it!, but would have a broader remit including training and support for all food and nutrition projects delivered in the community. A Big Lottery representative is to visit the sub-group in September.


 


In order to gather evidence for the business case, the Cook it! team are carrying out a scoping exercise throughout the Western HAZ area. This exercise aims to: 


Assess capacity in the statutory sector to continue support for Cook it!


Obtain information on the variety of food and nutrition projects being delivered in the Community and Voluntary sector and where they currently access training and support.


Assess the perceived need for a Community food team.


 





Martin Duffy





The year 2 placements are continuing well.  We were sorry to lose one placement, however we are currently recruiting to fill this place for 52 days.  Interest in taking up this placement has been shown and we will be moving quickly to recruit possible host organisations, with the hope that the placement can commence after the summer.


CENI have completed an interim evaluation report on year 1 of WASOP.  The report is being presented to the WASOP Steering Group on 21 July for their endorsement before being published.  Initial findings from the evaluation are positive and give indications of improvements in practice, early indications of developing bonding and linking social capital, and indicate that WASOP has the potential for bringing a number of additional benefits, or added value, to service delivery through the impact locally that individual projects are able to have.
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Review of Access to Leisure and recreation -Deloitte was commissioned Earlier in the year by the Early Years Sub –group to conduct a review of access to leisure, recreation, after-school and diversionary and summer activities available to children, in the WHSSB area. A particular focus of the study was to be on access for children with disabilities and their families and rural children. Gaps have been identified and recommendations made around: provision of family orientated activity and support for parents to become more active; Information re existing programmes for carers and parents; adaptations to existing programmes for children with special needs; training and resources. The study will be available on the IFH Web-site by end August. The information gathered in this study will inform the development of the Integrated Play areas Demonstration Project.











Developing Integrated Play Areas -The Tender has now gone to supplies for the Development of Integrated Play areas. The aim of this project is to improve accessibility of integrated play for children with disabilities and their families through the facilitation of an interagency, partnership approach to provision of support training for parents and those who work with children with disabilities and the development of 2 rural outdoor sites. It is expected that the successful body will undertake an initial audit of existing outdoor provision linked to need and accessibility in order to identify the areas for development. The Tender will be awarded in early December and the project will run to March 08. The funding for year 2 of the project includes an allocation of 25k for EACH of the 2 Demonstration sites. It is expected that the successful agency will lever additional resources for the project. Interested parties can request a copy of the Tender from Martin Mc Grory in Supplies ext 2406.








WDACT





Health Promotion Department





 


SMILE 4 LIFE LAUNCHED - Judi McGaffin, the Director of Dental Health officially launched the Oral Health and Nutrition Initiative, ‘Smile 4 Life’, on Friday 2nd June at the Mellon Country Inn, Omagh.  The programme, previously known as Smile for the Millennium, has been running since 1999.  Parents of the 0-4 age group are targeted at pre-school health assessment clinics and given information about how to protect their child’s oral health through good dental hygiene practices and nutrition, and also how to register with a dentist.  The ongoing training of health professionals, including health visitors, is key to the initiative and ensures that consistent oral health and nutrition messages are always delivered.  Dental packs containing a toothbrush and toothpaste are given to parents at all visits and a feeding cup is also given to promote weaning at 6 months.  New resources are currently being piloted in conjunction with Surestart in Sperrin Lakeland.





Streetsmart & Countrywise Initiative - ‘Streetsmart & Countrywise’ Accident Prevention Initiative was first piloted in L’Derry in June 1994 and has since taken place on an annual basis in L’Derry, Fermanagh and Omagh with a new scheme being launched in Limavady this November.  The Initiative is a partnership between organisations including the PSNI, Fire Brigade, NIE, District Councils, DOE, Red Cross and others.  Partners facilitate interactive scenarios on issues such as stranger danger, fire safety, electrical safety, home safety, road safety, and first aid with around 450 children participating for a morning or afternoon session over the period of a week in each area.  





A recent external evaluation demonstrated that the Initiative increases awareness of accident prevention issues in participants and that children are also taking key messages back into the home environment where behavioural and environmental changes are being introduced.





Partners involved in the delivery of ‘Streetsmart’ have recently agreed to come under the umbrella of Bee Safe NI, a network of similar schemes throughout the province and will change their name accordingly with effect from 2006 while retaining the ‘Streetsmart and Countrywise’ subheading for a transition period of two years.  Benefits of working under Bee Safe include free educational and novelty items for inclusion in goody bags for children, sharing good practice with other schemes across the province, development of resources for teachers and pupils and a regional voice to help secure funding and input from key regional organisations.
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Healthy Living Centres:  A contribution towards the core funding of the Healthy Living Centres was secured recently.  This has now been worked into a Service Level Agreement, which it is envisaged will be issued during July.  This will facilitate those essential community based, health and social well being initiatives, carry their work on into the future for the benefit of  their local communities.  In the first instance the support will be for the ARC, OLT & B&BHF HLCs.


User Involvement:  The sub group that I am leading on this issue on behalf of the Board, has developed a protocol and procedures paper, based on the business improvement work and the WHSSB Guide on User Involvement.  This will be considered by SMT in July and hopefully endorsed as standard practice thereafter.  If colleagues would be interested in receiving a copy and contributing to or commenting on it, please feel free to contact me.








Suicide Strategy – 110 people participated in the consultation event and a full response has been forwarded to DHSSPS.  Funding for the implementation of the strategy will be announced in mid-July for the WHSSB area and will go through IFH.  A meeting for the 2 Suicide Forums has been arranged for 21st July 2006 to discuss the process further.


Webpage – Ailish has done an excellent job updating the website to make the information more accurate and easier to access.  Recent changes include Case Studies.  It would be important that we all continue to populate the site with good examples.  The number of visits on the site has increased from an average of around 200 per month to a record 3000 in May.





Institute of Public Health in Ireland have been appointed to lead Health Impact Assessment of the West Tyrone Area Plan.  The process will be led by a steering group comprised of IFH, Omagh and Strabane District Council, and members of the community and voluntary sector throughout the Omagh and Strabane Districts.  We anticipate that the process will be completed by September 2007.


IFH will launch a Welcome Pack for ethnic minority communities at the Strabane Farmers Market on Saturday 29th July at 11:00am.  The pack will be launched by IFH and Strabane District Council Chairs.  All staff are welcome to attend, sure what else would you be doing on a Saturday morning?








Implementation of the NSDAD - Full Implementation of the New Strategic Direction for Alcohol and Drugs 2006-2011 will commence in October 06.





Provisional tenders have been awarded to 7 organisations for the provision of services to support the WDACT in the implementation of the New Strategic Direction on Alcohol and Drugs in the West.  A Youth Treatment, Counselling and Support Service has not been awarded for the Sperrin Lakeland Trust area, this service will be commissioned.





Existing drug and alcohol projects will cease at the end of September 06.  All new projects will begin implementation on the 1st October 06.  Funding initially is for 18months with provision for an extension of a period up to 12months.  





Details of the successful organisations will be published on the successful completion of the tendering process.














Older Men's Engagement in Physical Activity - The Later Years Sub-group of IFH have ringfenced funding to undertake action research into "investigating and developing ways to overcome the barriers (actual and perceived) to participation of older men in physical activity".  This action research will comprise both qualitative research and the piloting of two demonstration projects for older men, one in Derry and one in either Omagh or Fermanagh.  A small steering group will be established over the summer to take this action research project forward.


Promoting Access to Services in Rural Priority Wards - The terms of reference for the initiative to promote access to services in rural priority wards has now been finalised and the facilitation/management of this pilot initiative will be tendered publicly in mid-late July 06.  This initiative will aim to maximise application to and uptake of services in 3 rural priority wards (Newtownstewart, Rosslea and Newtownbutler) and the project will run from September 06 until September 07.  The first meeting of the project steering group to oversee, advise and support the successful tendering agency held it's first meeting in June 06.





Claire Holmes





The Umbrella Grant Scheme Steering Group are in the process of appointing an external evaluator.  An interim evaluation report will be prepared by the first week of October 2006, with the final evaluation report completed by the end of 2006.  The evaluation will focus on the WHSSB as umbrella grant scheme holder and its management of the programme and will make recommendations on the basis of the findings, in particular identifying which projects should be sustained beyond the life of the umbrella scheme.





The Big Lottery have recently announced five new programmes: (i) Reaching Communities will provide grants between £100k and £500k and the first closing date for full applications is 6 September; (ii) Improved Community Buildings will provide grants of up to £50k and will launch in September; (iii) Live and Learn is a strategic programme that will launch in Autumn 2006; (iv) Healthier and Safer Communities is a strategic programme that will launch in Autumn 2006; and (v) Big Trust Fund will support longer-term investment to support the c&v sector in periods of change.  I will keep you updated as the new programmes are launched.





Julie McGinty





Teenage Transition Subgroup – the group had its first meeting with Eamon O’Kane as Convenor & Joni as facilitator and updates were provided on projects outstanding & proposed future projects





Projects - SBA’s are ready to be signed with LATCH, Community Safety Partnerships, Youthbank and the Demonstration project has gone to Supplies to put to tender.  A meeting is being held to facilitate this financial years GCSE Project monies in Limavady, with a view to collaborative work between council, WELB & Roe Valley Community Education Forum





Cathy Mullan





The tendering process for the WDACT has been completed and all but one of the tenders awarded officially on 10th July 06.  Congratulations to the WDACT team who worked extremely hard to get the work done within the crazy timetable laid down by DHSSPS.  The new projects will begin on the 1st October.





The WHSSB Tobacco Control Group is working with FPSU Pharmacy advisor to jointly fund smoking cessation services in Pharmacies.  The WTCG will provide the funding to pay the pharmacists to run the service and the Pharmacy Advisor, hopefully, will provide funding to cover the cost of NRT.  Last years pilot on this approach was effective in increasing the level of services provided by community pharmacies.
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