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NICVA consultation RE:  Lifetime Opportunity Strategy





NICVA are currently in the process of preparing a report for each Government Department in relation to lifetime opportunities (the Government’s Anti-Poverty and Social Inclusion Strategy).  Unlike its predecessor NTSN, this strategy is to be given crosscutting priority in the comprehensive spending review.





NICVA have just concluded a series of workshops with the community sector to ensure these reports reflects current needs.  There is still an opportunity to feed into this process by contacting � HYPERLINK "mailto:paul.mcgill@nicva.org" ��paul.mcgill@nicva.org�





Ethnic Minorities





WHAZ have supported the Strabane, Limavady and Derry District Councils to further translate the local Welcome Packs into additional languages.  These will be uploaded onto the website which is currently being developed and will improve access to local information for Ethnic Minorities.





The Derry Welcome Pack is now available in Polish, Cantonese, Lithuanian, Latvian, Punjabi (Gurmukhi)





The Limavady Welcome Pack is available in Tagalog (Philippines) and Lithuanian.


The Strabane Welcome Pack is available in Polish, Arabic, Urdu, Hindi, Latvian, Lithuanian and Hungarian.  The website will be live by end March 07.








Colette Brolly





An information officer has taken up post in Altnagelvin for 9 months with funding from the Accident Prevention Strategy and HAZ.  The post holder Joanne Doherty will carry out analysis of the accident statistics and prepare reports to disseminate to interested parties, including the Safety Officers, Trust staff and community organisations.  Joanne and Lesley Finlay will support the development of initiatives to tackle the issues raised through the statistics.  Ideally a subsequent review of statistics should reflect any reduction in injuries following the interventions.





Mental Health settings provide some of the most challenging areas for smoking cessation.  The Commissioners and Co-Ordinators organised a conference, which took place on 27th February to explore the issues Smoking Cessation co-ordinators and staff in mental health settings participated.  The message from the conference was that people with mental health issues do want to quit, it can be done through it is labour intensive and there are models of good practice to support this work.














 








 Funding is being sought to retain the current Cook it! Team and develop a Community Food and Nutrition Team which would provide training and support for food and nutrition programmes delivered by the community and voluntary sectors.





New developments coming up





Delivering Cook It! – Guidelines for Organisations and Tutors


Budgeting programme – to complement Cook It!


Microwave cooking – in partnership with disability groups


Cook It! Celebration Day – April 24th 2007
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All WASOP secondees have now finished their placements.








Congratulations to all of them, and thanks for all their hard work.





Norman Gillespie from CENI has carried out a final evaluation of WASOP, the draft report has been circulated to reference group and steering group for approval.
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Challenging Consumerism and Debt





The Health Action Zone have now completed the WASOP Project in Ballymagroarty and Hazelbank.  The Evaluation has been drafted and will be available shortly.  The recommendations of the report suggested that debt has a huge detrimental impact on the health and well-being of individuals and must be tackled with an Interagency, Community development approach.  Programmes are best integrated into existing community projects and programmes and should be put on the agenda of a wide range of community groups and activities.





The Health Action Zone is now supporting the roll out of the recommendations of this project in Newbuildings in Derry.  The area was identified for support through the level of debt and referrals to CAB from this area.  The project is progressing well in Newbuildings and will be evaluated in the initial stages in March 2007.





Young Fathers Project





The Young Fathers Project is currently working on the recruitment process for the staffing of the project.  However, the process has taken longer than expected and staff may not be in place until Summer07.  The Project Partnership have met for a Planning Day led by First Housing Aid and Support Services.  Sub-groups have been set up for the management of different elements of the project.  WHAZ and IFH are represented on several of the sub-groups including the Management sub-committee.
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Health Promotion Department





Accident Prevention





Altnagelvin Hospital A&E Department have recently appointed Injury Prevention Information Officer Joanne Doherty.  Her post is funded by the Investing for Health NI Home Accident Prevention Strategy and the Western Health Action Zone.  Joanne will work closely with the Health Promotion Departments HPO for Accident Prevention to increase the flow of information about accident experience in the Foyle area and work with statutory, community and voluntary groups to support the implementation of initiatives to reduce accidental injury in the home.





Hope and Healing Conference





A major conference entitled ‘Hope and Healing’ to support those bereaved by suicide and people who work with them was organised by Westcare Health Promotion Department on Saturday 10th February.  Comments from participants included:





‘This was a very worthwhile conference and much needed in Northern Ireland’, it was a very informative and emotive day’ and ‘many thanks to all those who gave their time and shared their experience in order to help us on our difficult journey.’





The aim of the event was to offer those who have been affected by suicide, emotional, practical and spiritual support.  Most of the speakers have been directly affected by suicide and will provide hope and healing for those families and individuals who have been bereaved by suicide.





Sexual Health





The Health Promotion Department held a Sexual Health Resources Road Show in the Everglades Hotel on the 15th February 2007.  This event was part of a Sexual Health Awareness Week that ran across Northern Ireland during Valentines week.  These events were part of a Regional Sexual Health Awareness week organised by representatives from the Sexual Health Information Exchange Group, (SHIEG).  In the Western Area this event was part funded by the Health Promotion Agency and the WHSSB.  The event showcased sexual health initiatives, resources and services running in the area.  Approx 60 delegates attended from community groups, youth organisations, voluntary groups as well as statutory service providers.  The event was organised by Ann Linstrom from the Health Promotion Department and Chaired by the Health Promotion Commissioner, Cathy Mullan.  The 15 speakers included individuals from the Family Planning Association, Opportunity Youth, KISS Project, Health Promotion Department, WHSSB, GUM and Family Planning Services, Rainbow Project, EGO Project and Community Direct.  The event gave individuals an opportunity to network with others working with young people in the field of sexual health.  It is anticipated that this event will run next year again as part of a regional sexual health awareness week.
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Smoke Free Workplaces and Enclosed Public Places 30th April





From 30th April workplaces and enclosed  public places will become smoke free.  Many workplaces including the HPSS in the West have already gone smoke free with others taking up the challenge prior to the 30th.  We anticipate a surge in people stopping smoking and have smoking cessation services across the West available to provide help.  This includes 58 pharmacies who can also along with GPs prescribe Nicotine Replacement Therapies,  such as patches and gum.  A full list of available support services is available from Mark.  A half page ad in all local papers will be placed in the forthcoming weeks.  For further information contact Mark.





No Smoking Day Wednesday 14th March





This years a range of events will promote No Smoking Day.  This includes pubs going smoke free in the Triax area for the day and the launch of a countdown calendar to encourage pubs, clubs and businesses to prepare and have their customers prepare for the 30th April.  No Smoking Day materials are being sent to workplaces, health professionals, schools and colleges.  Other events include a board wide school poster competition.  For No Smoking Day materials contact Mark.





Cathy Mullan








Workplace Setting – WIFH recently co-hosted a seminar with HPA to discuss work places as a setting for health improvement.  The event was attended by 100 delegates and the evaluation has just been received highlighting the event as a huge success.





Neighbourhood Renewal –The various partnership are nearing the completion of their various action plans.  Health Improvement is coming up as a priority for all in particular issues such as Drugs and Alcohol, physical activity and obesity are highlighted.  We will all be required to demonstrate how we are addressing Neighbourhood Renewal areas and identify additional investment that maybe required.








A new community workers has been appointed in Enniskillen by Devenish Partnership Forum to coordinate and market health promotion/improvement activity.  Siobhan Wallace will work in the Devenish area (particularly deprived and soon to be a Neighbourhood renewal area) and can be contacted on 6632 7808.


Western IFH will host a BikeSafe event in Strabane on 28th April 2007.  This is in response to a particularly high number of motorcyclists who were fatally injured in the area last year.  We are working in conjunction with the PSNI who will provide detailed assessment and feedback on riders ability, and NIFRS who will provide the venue for the training.  Strabane DPP is also linking in as a partner on the programme.





Alcohol and Drug Services Directory





The WDACT new directory of services is now available in pdf format on the � HYPERLINK "http://www.westernifh.org/wdact" ��www.westernifh.org/wdact� site.  Hard copies of the directory will be made available before the end of March 07; please request copies from the WDACT office.





New Strategic Direction (NSD) Progress





As part of the NSD implementation process, arrangements are now being made to hold the inaugural meetings of the four new Advisory Groups:  Children Young People and Families, Treatment and Support, Binge Drinking and Law and Criminal Justice.  There is Western representation on all of these groups.  The function of each Advisory Group will be to advise, comment and provide formative feedback on the NSD and its outcomes and on those relevant issues related to their specific remit.








The Home Safety Project has been extended throughout the West until March 2008, funding has been secured from each of the Councils and IFH.  There will now be 3 Home Safety Officers in total, 1 for Derry, 1 for Strabane/Limavady and 1 for Omagh/Fermanagh.





The evaluation of the Western Home Safety Check scheme is currently being undertaken by Williamson Consulting and will be finalised by the end of March.





Transport





The Western Area Transport Forum are currently finalising a two year action plan and the following overarching priority themes have been identified





Review of Transport Provision in the West


Accessible Information on Transport


Transport to Health


Concessionary Fares


Enabling information sharing of transport issues across the West





Claire Holmes








Two locally delivered training programmes focusing on User Involvement and Community Development/Partnership Working training commenced at the end of February.  The programmes have been tailored to the needs of staff working in services which are attempting to respond to a changing climate in terms of involving service users and working in partnership with others.  20% of places have been reserved for representatives from community and voluntary sector organisations.





The Board is working in partnership with the Community Networks to organise and deliver two Community Planning Workshops.  The main objective of the events are to give the community and voluntary sector the opportunity to discuss what community planning means from their perspective, to look at the dynamics that need to be taken into account in order to make community planning effective, and discuss the decision making process that would need to be followed in community planning.  The first workshop is scheduled for 28th March 2007 in Manor House Hotel Enniskillen with the second being held in the Everglades Hotel, Derry week commencing 23rd April 2007.





The Boards SMT have recently considered The Big Lottery Steering Group/evaluators recommendations regarding the sustainability of the 15 Big Lottery funded projects.  It is anticipated that they will ratify the recommendations at their meeting on the 27th February 2007.





Julie McGinty








Projects – Safer Drivers launch is 14th March 1pm in Dungiven Fire Station, targeting young male drivers by undertaking an Advanced Driving Skills Course


Media Awards – Good response this year, with a more focused brief and closer working with NWIFHE.  Hopefully apply this bottom up approach next year as the other colleges do not appear to be feeding down the information to their tutors and students.





Nicola Helferty








Nicola Helferty took up post on 29th January covering Camille McDermott’s maternity leave as Non-Financial Monitoring and Evaluation Office.





The main priority of this post is to take forward non-financial monitoring and evaluation within the Board.
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