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1.
About the Western Area Transport Forum

1.1 The Western Area Transport Forum (WATF) was established in December 2005 by the Western Investing for Health Partnership.  The initiative was as a result of a broad consultation process where the issue of access to transport was identified as a priority for many in the west.

1.2 WAFT provides a forum where statutory agencies, community transport partnerships and other representatives with an interest in transport can come together to consider transport and accessibility issues in the West.  The forum considers, in particular, but not exclusively the transport needs of older people in the Western Board area and is facilitated by Western Health Action Zone..
2.
Response to Consultation


2.1
The Western Investing for Health Partnership welcomes the extension of free travel to older people 60 – 64. We feel this is a major step forward in terms of making public transport more accessible to a wider population group who would benefit in terms of access to services, social engagement, learning and contribute to issues on income and poverty.

2.2    However, the Partnership is disappointed that the concessionary travel was not extended to community transport.  The concessionary fares scheme as it stands and with the extension in eligibility as proposed in this consultation is biased towards older people living in more urban areas or those within easy access to the public transport network.  Geographically the Western Area is very rural and a large number of older people do not have easy access to public transport and as a result are unable to avail of the benefits of the current concessionary fares scheme.  This is evidenced in the DRD’s policy review of the Concessionary fares schemes where some of the lowest levels of uptake of the scheme are in the West.
 (DRD, 2007, pg 38)

2.3 Extension of concessionary fares to community transport

would have enabled a more remote group of people to have free access to services through community transport networks.  This would have served to enhance the health and social well-being of a more vulnerable group whilst supporting the strategic direction of travel as laid out n the Western Health Board’s Strategic Framework for Older People and also supporting accessibility of community services.

2.4 The concessionary Fares Scheme aims to “promote social inclusion by improving public transport accessibility for members of the community who are most vulnerable or liable to social exclusion”.  The extension of concessionary fares to community transport, we believe, would have ensured that some of the most vulnerable and socially excluded individuals often living in very remote areas would have equitable access to free travel to promote their independence, improve their health and well being and improve their quality of life.  

End.

� Department of Regional Development (Jan, 2007)  “Policy Review of the Northern Ireland Concessionary Fares Scheme.  www.drdni.gov.uk
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