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Date:
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Mary McDonnell

Housing and Health Co-Ordinator

Housing Executive

3rd Floor

The Housing Centre

2 Adelaide Street

Belfast

BT2 8PB
Dear Mary,

REVIEW OF HOUSING AND HEALTH – 

TOWARDS A SHARED AGENDA

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the above review. I am submitting this response on behalf of the Western Investing for Health Partnership (WIFH) and in the context of the Investing for Health Strategy.

I would like to take this opportunity to make the following comments:

Consultation Responses

Objective 1 – Achieving Decent Homes Standard

	1
	Do you agree with the recommendations relating to achieving the Decent Homes Standards


	Yes / No

	2
	Do you believe these recommendations go far enough?


	Yes / No

	3
	Further Comments:

Home Safety is a vital element in the maintenance of good health, especially for young children and older people. Initiatives such as the Home Safety Project, led by WIFH / WHAZ, has demonstrated the effectiveness of such early prevention / interventions.

By ensuring homes are safe, you reduce the risk of slips and falls, that may result in demands for adaptations or bungalow type accommodation resulting from the outcome of a trip or fall.
	


Objective 2 – Promoting Independent Living
	1
	Do you agree with the recommendations relating to Promoting Independent Living?


	Yes / No

	2
	Do you believe these recommendations go far enough?


	Yes / No

	3


	Further Comments:

It would be useful to have a clear recommendation in respect of the housing requirements for ethnic groups and travellers in the recommendations.
	


Objective 3 - Foster Urban and Rural Regeneration

	1
	Do you agree with the recommendations relating to Foster Urban and Rural Regeneration?


	Yes / No

	2
	Do you believe these recommendations go far enough?


	Yes / No

	3


	Further Comments:

We welcome the proposed rollout of HIA’s. A pilot has already been run in Dove Gardens and proved to be both effective and engaging.

It is important in terms of future developments that the link to housing and transport is highlighted. It is key that new developments encourage the use of public transport, walking and cycling, rather than the need for the car.

In the absence of a rural anti-poverty strategy similar to Neighbourhood Renewal, it is important that NIHE’s policies address rural deprivation.
	


Objective 4 - Promoting Affordable Housing

	1
	Do you agree with the recommendations relating to Promoting Affordable Housing?


	Yes / No

	2
	Do you believe these recommendations go far enough?


	Yes / No

	3


	Further Comments:

It is important that affordable housing is made available for first – time buyers so as to avoid the creation of greater inequalities in society.

This is a vital step in terms of ensuring that there is the right balance in housing tenure and people have choice. This will also reduce the pressure on housing waiting lists.


	


Objective 5 – Building a Stronger Community

	1
	Do you agree with the recommendations relating to Building a Stronger Community


	Yes / No

	2
	Do you believe these recommendations go far enough?


	Yes / No

	3


	Further Comments:

It is important that the NIHE play as full a roll in the wider community regeneration and health improvement agenda as possible.

Those who suffer the worst health and wellbeing tend to live in the social housing sector. In order to fully implement this approach the NIHE must challenge itself in terms of what it can do to contribute to wider health improvement issues, for example, suicide prevention, physical activity etc.


	


Objective 6 – Deliver Better Public Services

	1
	Do you agree with the recommendations relating to Delivering Better Public Services?


	Yes / No

	2
	Do you believe these recommendations go far enough?


	Yes / No

	3


	Further Comments:

The workplace is a key setting to address the health of individuals. It is important in terms of valuing staff that the organisation has in place robust policies and practices. 

One of these those should be addressed is a Domestic Violence Policy for staff and the development of sound work / life balance practices.


	


Can I also note on Page 3 - 4th bullet point under Health and Social Care should read "Investing for Health  ......" as opposed to Investing in Health.

If you have any further queries in respect of this, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely 
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_____________

Brendan Bonner

Investing for Health Manager

