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	1.
	Are there any factors particular to Northern Ireland which may impact on the application of this guidance in Northern Ireland e.g. epidemiology or social or legislative context?   Please provide additional information to support your comments. 

	
	X      Yes                                (   No                               (    Don’t know

Comments 

The social make up of policy structures in NI could prove to be challenging in terms of impact in particular at a sub-regional and regional level across other Government departments and agencies. There also needs to be closer integration between sports clubs and the wider C & V Sector.



	2.
	Is the proposed NICE public health guidance in keeping with any existing or planned local and regional strategies for Northern Ireland?  Please specify relevant strategies below.  



	
	(      Yes                                  (   No                               (    Don’t know

Comments 

· Investing for Health

· Fit Futures

· Physical Activity Strategy

· HALL 4



	3.
	In Northern Ireland, are there any differences in current public health service provision compared to England and Wales which would prevent or impair the implementation of this guidance in Northern Ireland?



	
	X      Yes                              (   No                            (    Don’t know

Comments (Please state your reasons for making this decision)

In NI there is joint Health & Social Care, which provides opportunities but this is separate to Local Authorities and Education and this does create a significant challenge in respect of role, responsibilities and commitment. 

The establishment of new health structures from 1st April 2009 may also have a direct impact on the implementation of the guidelines.



	4.
	Would implementation of this guidance require any change to existing services or existing public health programmes or intervention practice?



	
	X      Yes                              (   No                             (    Don’t know

Comments (Please state your reasons for making this decision)

The guidelines require greater integration between a range of key stakeholders and whereas many of these are deliverable locally through IFH Partnerships, there is a challenge in terms of strategic leadership and sub-regional co-ordination.




	5.
	Do you envisage there will be significant implementation issues associated with the proposed NICE public health guidance in terms of resources?  



	
	(      Yes                                (   No                              X   Don’t know    

Comments (Please state your reasons for making this decision)

The most significant would be in terms of ways of working but as most of our current programmes / initiatives are evidence-based, I do not foresee any significant challenge.



	    6.
	    Are there any other issues you wish to bring to our attention?



	
	In terms of the context of NI, it will be important that where we do examine opportunities to promote physical activity or play, that we should look at where there is additional added value in linking these into cross-community and building good relations. 

This is particularly so in terms of when we are looking at work that authorities such as councils, schools etc can take forward. And also in terms of planning design and inter-phase areas where we can look at where restricted space can be turned into opportunities for play and physical activity.




	 7.
	Please comment on any potential adverse impact for any group of people and whether the proposed guidance is likely to promote equality.  [Please have regard in particular to the following statutory equality groupings: persons of different religious belief, political opinion, racial group, age, marital status or sexual orientation;  men and women generally;  persons with a disability and persons without;  persons with dependants and persons without].



	
	Comments (Please state your reasons for making this decision)
The only area of concern I would raise is ensuring that children and young people from rural areas have equity of access to recreation and leisure, both structured and unstructured. An opportunity should be given to encourage children ini rural areas in particular to use the countryside for active play. This would have significant impact in terms of access to the country legislation, which doesn’t exist in NI. It is also important to emphasise that we ensure that children with disabilities and their parents and carers are supported in terms of the issue of play and promoting physical activity.

The only area in terms of impacts on equality of opportunity, we would need to be aware of issues around young people who associate with being members of the lesbian, gay or bisexual community and who often feel intimidated to participate in physical activity initiatives. We should ensure that any initiative taken forward are inclusive and provide opportunities for young people from that community to become and maintain a high level of physical activity, which ensures they maintain good emotional and physical health.

	8.
	Our advice will be distributed widely within the HSC and be posted on the DHSSPS website.  Please indicate any particular groups or networks you think should be on the mailing list for this NICE public health guidance. 
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