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	1.
	Are there any factors particular to Northern Ireland which may impact on the application of this guidance in Northern Ireland e.g. epidemiology or social or legislative context?   Please provide additional information to support your comments. 

	
	(  Yes                                (   No                               (    Don’t know

Comments 

· Department of Health Personal and Public Involvement Guidelines - Statutory Duty of Public Involvement and Consultation in the Draft Health and Social Services (Reform) (NI) Order 2007



	2.
	Is the proposed NICE Public Health Guidance in keeping with any existing or planned local and regional strategies for Northern Ireland?  Please specify relevant strategies below.  



	
	(  Yes                                  (   No                               (    Don’t know

Comments 

· DSD Partners for Change

· DHSSPS Mainstreaming Community Development 

· DHSSPS Investing for Health

· DHSSPS 20 Year Regional Strategy

· WHSSB Community Development Strategy “ Valuing People and Valuing their Participation”.

The WHSSB strategy is a guide to the HPSS in it’s Community Development role, helping to co-ordinate our community development activity and to improve our way of working to deliver enhanced services for all our users. A number of the recommendations in the NICE Report have already been reflected in our CD Strategy.   WHSSB has also developed the “WHSSB guide to User Involvement and Public Engagement” this is also being used by the Department in the development of their guidance in respect of Personal & Public Involvement (PPI).

DHSSPS has developed guidance to strengthen and improve service user and public involvement in the commissioning, provision and evaluation of services as part of their governance.  The purpose of the guidance is to:-

· Strengthen user and public involvement (PPI) in every organisation;

· Promote greater uniformity and consistency in PPI activity across the HPSS;

· Improve the quality of individual’s experiences of the HSS by involving people in plans decisions about their own care and treatment

· Ensure the HSS tales the public’s view into account in the planning, commissioning, provision and evaluation of services and;

· Enhance the integration of PPI into individual and organisation governance arrangements within the HSS.

In addition the Departments commitment has also been reflected in the new Duty of Engagement as proposed in the draft primary legislation Health & Social Services (Reform) (Northern Ireland) Order 2007 which will require all organisations to embed PPI as part of their organisational activity.  




	3.
	In Northern Ireland, are there any differences in current public health service provision compared to England and Wales which would prevent or impair the implementation of this guidance in Northern Ireland?



	
	(   Yes                              (   No                            (    Don’t know

Comments (Please state your reasons for making this decision)

The ongoing Review of Public Administration and in particular the Minister of Health recent announcement regarding the setting up of a new Public Health Agency may have an impact on the implementation of the guidance.

	4.
	Would implementation of this guidance require any change to existing services or existing public health programmes or intervention practice?



	
	(      Yes                               (  No                             (    Don’t know

Comments (Please state your reasons for making this decision)

There is a potential in terms of how the issue of community development and user engagement has been addressed in other Board/Trust areas.  Community engagement reflects very much local issues and environment and a model of engagement in one locality may not necessarily suit another location or population, therefore a different approach or level of intervention maybe required depending on the targeted beneficiaries, geography or type of programme.




	5.
	Do you envisage there will be significant implementation issues associated with the proposed NICE Public Health Guidance in terms of resources?  



	
	(      Yes                                (   No                              (    Don’t know    

Comments (Please state your reasons for making this decision)

The full implications of the ongoing Comprehensive Spending Review and the impact of the Review of Public Administration in terms of resources and funding has yet to be realised however there is genuine risk and challenge to HPSS in ensuring there is sufficient support to meeting the requirements outline in the NICE guidelines



	    6.
	    Are there any other issues you wish to bring to our attention?



	
	NI already has a vibrant and successful C&V sector however it is facing significant challenge in terms of recourse being lost from Europe and the statutory sector while at the same time the statutory sector facing its own cuts are more dependant on the community sector to engage and deliver services and support for those most vulnerable. 




	 7.
	Please comment on any potential adverse impact for any group of people and whether the proposed guidance is likely to promote equality.  [Please have regard in particular to the following statutory equality groupings: persons of different religious belief, political opinion, racial group, age, marital status or sexual orientation;  men and women generally;  persons with a disability and persons without;  persons with dependants and persons without].



	
	  Comments (Please state your reasons for making this decision) 

This would be covered under section 75 or the NI order 1998




	8.
	Our advice will be distributed widely within the HSC and be posted on the DHSSPS website.  Please indicate any particular groups or networks you think should be on the mailing list for this NICE Public Health Guidance. 



	
	· Community Development and Health Network

· North West Community Network

· Rural Community Network

· NICVA

· CO3 (Chief Officers of the 3rd Sector)

· Oakleaf RCN

· Strabane & District Community Network

· Omagh Forum for Rural Groups

· Omagh Focus

· Fermanagh Rural Community Network

· DSD

· DARD

· Healthy Living Centre Alliance

· BIG Lottery
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