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PRESS RELEASE

30 March 2006 – for immediate use

WESTERN INVESTING FOR HEALTH MEDIA STUDENT AWARDS

Five young Media Students from the West of the Province have been acknowledged for their excellence in health related journalism by the Western Investing for Health Partnership.

The Western Investing for Health Partnership established the Media Awards, now in their second year, to encourage up-and-coming journalists to examine a more balanced approach to issues surrounding health and well-being.

The awards came about as a result of concerns held by Public Health professionals around how the media reports on key health issues.  Research carried out by the King’s Fund in the UK attempted to equate illnesses to how they were reported in the news and press.

The survey which was called “Death – News – Story”, was considered as a good baseline to provoke debate.  It measured how many people had to die from a given condition to merit a story in the news.  The survey illustrated that, during the research, 8,500 had died from smoking for each story that appeared about smoking on the BBC News.  In contrast, it took only 0.33 deaths from variant CJD to merit a story on the BBC News.  

Further research showed, for example, that the 10 o’clock news carried a noticeably larger number of stories about ethical issues in healthcare, such as the right to die of a terminally ill person.  Other proven health risks seem to surface for a limited period when they attract media attention, an obvious example being obesity.  

As part of the research the King’s Fund spoke to reporters and editors.  They were surprised at the patterns of news coverage demonstrated and many said that they would give more space to public health issues but that editors would not let them as they could not find the right stories to win sufficient space in a crowded news bulletin.  Novelty, drama and especially for television, strong visual content are extremely important.

The Western IFH Partnership has worked with the Colleges of Further and Higher Education in the West to encourage those students who are considering a career in media to undertake a piece of research around a public health issue and produce a article, picture or story that could highlight 

the initiative.

Within the award scheme there were four main categories.  The first category was for the Best Radio Piece, entitled ‘The Memory Keepers’ which was won by Aisling Doherty and focused on older people.   The Best Moving Image piece, ‘Sun Capsule’ was won by Andrew Boyle and deals powerfully with the issue of skin cancer caused by sun worshipping and tanning beds.  The Best Photographic Image was won by Sean Curran and was titled ‘Don’t Drown in Your Sorrows’, which raised the issue of suicide in young people.  The Best Printed Piece, ‘Shadow of Male Suicide’, was won by Marriane Craig and also focused on the realities of male suicide in this area.  A fifth Primary Care award was presented by the Northern Local Health and Social Care Group, and on this occasion it went to Ashleen Brogan for her piece entitled ‘Survival’ which provided a real experience of coping with long term limiting illness.  

- ENDS - 

NOTES TO EDITORS:

· All queries should be directed to Brendan Bonner, Western Investing for Health Manager.  Brendan can be contacted at WHSSB HQ on 028 71 860086.

· Western IFH is a Partnership between the key statutory, community , voluntary and private sector in the Western Board area to lead on the Public Health Agenda.

· Award event takes place on 30 March 2006 at in the Everglades Hotel. 
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