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	1.
	Are there any factors particular to Northern Ireland which may impact on the application of this guidance in Northern Ireland e.g. epidemiology or social or legislative context?   Please provide additional information to support your comments. 

	
	X      Yes                                (   No                               (    Don’t know

Comments 

NI has higher levels of social and economic disadvantage that is associated with long-term unemployment, poor mental health and higher benefits dependency, which are linked to higher prevalence of smoking and poor diet etc.



	2.
	Is the proposed NICE Public Health Guidance in keeping with any existing or planned local and regional strategies for Northern Ireland?  Please specify relevant strategies below.  



	
	X      Yes                                  (   No                               (    Don’t know

Comments 

IFH Strategy

Tobacco Action Plan



	3.
	In Northern Ireland, are there any differences in current public health service provision compared to England and Wales which would prevent or impair the implementation of this guidance in Northern Ireland?



	
	(      Yes                              (   No                            (    Don’t know

Comments (Please state your reasons for making this decision)

NI has a more integrated Health & Social Care System, which may provide unique opportunities. However, the current RPA process and the separation of commissioning and public health could create a more challenging environment.



	4.
	Would implementation of this guidance require any change to existing services or existing public health programmes or intervention practice?



	
	(      Yes                              X   No                             (    Don’t know

Comments (Please state your reasons for making this decision)

The recommendations should compliment our current action plans.



	5.
	Do you envisage there will be significant implementation issues associated with the proposed NICE Public Health Guidance in terms of resources?  



	
	X     Yes                                (   No                              (    Don’t know    

Comments (Please state your reasons for making this decision)

Primary Care engagement is expensive from training, building capacity to service delivery – this area may require additional investment.



	    6.
	    Are there any other issues you wish to bring to our attention?



	
	In terms of the at risk groups I would include:

· Manual Workers

· Members of lesbian / gay / bisexual and transgender community

· Migrant Workers

· Travellers




	 7.
	Please comment on any potential adverse impact for any group of people and whether the proposed guidance is likely to promote equality.  [Please have regard in particular to the following statutory equality groupings: persons of different religious belief, political opinion, racial group, age, marital status or sexual orientation;  men and women generally;  persons with a disability and persons without;  persons with dependants and persons without].



	
	  Comments (Please state your reasons for making this decision) 



	8.
	Our advice will be distributed widely within the HSC and be posted on the DHSSPS website.  Please indicate any particular groups or networks you think should be on the mailing list for this NICE Public Health Guidance. 



	
	· Tobacco Control Groups

· Local Councils

· Health Trusts

· NI Housing Executive / DSD

· Dept of Education & learning / Jobs & benefits office




Thank you for completing this pro forma
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sgu-niceguidance@dhsspsni.gov.uk



Tel 028 9052 8657


Fax 028 9052 3026
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