20/20 Vision: Driving Forward Road Safety Consultation Response Form 

This response form comprises a series of questions requiring a combination of tick answer and comments.  Please note that it may take one hour to complete all of the questions.   

To complete and return the form it will be necessary to either e-mail it or post it to the addresses provided at the end of the questionnaire.  
1. About You

Are you:



a) Male
□
   Female      □
b) Responding as:

an individual

□


an organisation
X  please state name of organisation below

Western Investing for Health Partnership – Teenage Transition Subgroup, Public Health Agency

c)  
Please indicate your age

0-15

□

16-24

□

25-34

□

35-44

□

45-54

□

55-64

□

65+

□


N/A

X
d)  
Do you use NI roads mainly as a (tick all that apply):

Driver  
□
Pedestrian

□
Motorcyclist
□


Cyclist 
□
Passenger

□
Other


X 
2.
About the Consultation Paper

a) 
Have the main road safety priorities been identified?

Yes    X
No   □
 Don’t know   □


If No or Don’t know, please state what priorities have not been identified?

___________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    ___________________________________________________________
b)  
Do you agree that the consultation paper addresses the key road safety priorities?

Yes   X

No   □
Don’t know   □  

If No or Don’t know, what additional issues do you believe need to be addressed?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

c) 
Do you agree that any new road safety strategy should be for 10 years with regular reviews?

Yes   X
No   □
Don’t know   □  

If No or Don’t know, what period do you believe it should cover? 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

d) 
We have proposed a long-term vision of “A journey on Northern Ireland’s roads being as safe as anywhere in the world”.  Do you agree with our vision?

Yes   □
 No    □ 
Don’t know   
X
If No or Don’t know, what ‘vision’ do you suggest?

· Don’t like the terminology – too complex and almost impossible to achieve “Safer Streets”

· Could be a bit stronger

· Road conditions differ in different parts of the world

3.
About the proposed targets and performance indicators

3.1
Our first two proposed targets are to:

· reduce deaths on our roads by at least 40%, and 

· reduce serious injuries on our roads by at least 45% by 2020 compared with the 2004-2008 average.  

(a)
Do you agree? 

Yes   X
No   □
Don’t know   □


If No or Don’t know, what do you believe our target should be and why?

__________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.2
Our third proposed target is to reduce the number of road deaths and serious injuries to children and young people (aged 0-15) by at least 55% by 2020, compared with the 2004-2008 average.  

(a)
Do you agree?

Yes   X
No   □
Don’t know   □  

If No or Don’t know, what do you believe our target should be and why?
3.3
Our final proposed target is to reduce the number of road deaths and serious injuries to young people (aged 16-24) by at least 55% by 2020, compared with the 2004-08 average.  

(a)
Do you agree?

Yes   X
No   □
Don’t know   □


If No or Don’t know, what do you believe our target should be?
· Should take account of drug and alcohol prevalence

3.4 
Do you agree that the performance indicators proposed in the consultation paper are appropriate?

Yes   X
No   □
Don’t know     

If No or Don’t know, what are your proposals?
· But don’t mention drugs or careless driving

4.
How we propose to achieve these targets

4.1
Road User Behaviours

a)    Research shows that the following poor road user behaviours need to be addressed.  Do you agree?

	
	Yes
	No
	Don’t know

	Drink Driving
	X
	□
	□

	Seatbelt wearing
	X
	□
	□

	Drug Driving
	X
	□
	□

	Careless Driving
	X
	□
	□

	Speeding
	X
	□
	□

	Dangerous Driving
	X
	□
	□

	Pedestrian Carelessness
	X
	□
	□


b) 
Are there other behaviours you believe we should consider?

· Risk Taking / Management

· Awareness of Hazards and consequences

· Need for more preventative approach at schools

· Need to focus on awareness of cyclists, motorcyclists etc.

· Mobile phone use should still be targeted;

· Need zero tolerance for all of the above
4.2
Drivers

Driver Preparation See Action Measures 90, 100, 101, 102, 105, 122, 158

(a)
Do you agree that we need to examine and revise the way drivers are trained to ensure that they are better equipped to drive safely on NI roads? 
Yes   X
No   □
Don’t know   □  

If No or Don’t know, please explain

· Need for programme on motorways and at night

· Wouldn’t recommend lowering the age of learning to drive

· Engine size could be restricted for new drivers to reduce speed – lower insurance could be an incentive

Driver Testing See Action Measure 101
(b)
Do you agree that we need to examine and revise the way drivers are tested to ensure that they have the requisite skills for driving safely on NI roads? 

Yes   X
No   □
Don’t know   □


If No or Don’t know, please explain

· Could introduce second test at the end of the 2-year period

· Advance driving courses should be compulsory

(c)  Do you agree with the proposals that we should examine the possibility of awarding driver licences in stages i.e. Graduated Driver licensing? See Action Measure 100
Yes   X
No   □
Don’t know   □


If No or Don’t know, please explain

· Agree ‘ “Build” drivers via various stages

· Insurance could be an incentive – the more qualified you are the cheaper the insurance
Post Driver Testing See Action Measures 91, 100
(d)
Do you agree that we need to examine the effectiveness of the ‘R’ driver scheme which is still in use in NI? 
Yes   X
No   □
Don’t know   □


If No or Don’t know, please explain

· Extend ‘R’ Plate period

· More enforcement
4.3
Motorcyclists See Action Measures 165
(a)
Do you agree that establishing a multi-disciplinary motorcycling forum which will include a range of stakeholders will help protect motorcyclists and contribute to reducing biker deaths and serious injuries? 

Yes   □
No   □
Don’t know   X


If No, please explain

· Needs to be well managed

· Could become a ‘talking shop’

(b)
Are there any additional measures for road users that have not already appeared in the consultation paper that you believe we should consider?

· More preventative approach

· For example schools approach – within the curriculum

· Should be consideration of tractors/caravans/trailers too

· Review speed limits on rural roads and blind spots

· Rural roads quite often have agricultural vehicles on them, driving slowly causing significant tailback and then people take chances to overtake long queues – more could be done to encourage these slow vehicles to pull over when a queue of 3-5 cars have build up behind them.

(c)
Are there any areas of research relating to road users that you feel are particularly important?

· How do road users identify hazards and calculate risks?

· Do drivers/riders/pedestrians ‘respect’ the road?

· Value of training as preventative approach

· Research in Republic of Ireland re lowering speed limit, did it work?

4.4 Pedestrians action measures See Action Measures 37-39, 107-111, 112
(a)
Other than the measures detailed above are there any additional measures for pedestrians that you believe we should consider?

· Focus on road engineering in urban areas to prevent deaths at junctions

· Reflective clothing should be reinforced- might be good idea to build a reflective strip into the actual fabric of school uniforms

4.5 Cyclists action measures See Action Measures 40-41, 107, 112
(a)
Other than the measures detailed above are there any additional measures for cyclists that you believe we should consider?

· Additional investment in cycling proficiency

· Safety helmet message should be reinforced

4.6 Children & Young People action measures See Action Measures151-163
(a)
Other than the measures detailed above are there any additional measures for children & young people that you believe we should consider?

· Preventative approach

· Roadsafe Roadshow

· Road Safety Committees

· High visibility clothing important

· Dangers of rallying should be reinforced

4.7 Older Road Users action measure See Action Measure 164
(a)
Other than the measures detailed above are there any additional measures for older road users that you believe we should consider?

· More regular re-testing

4.8 Safer Roads
(a) 
Do you agree with the proposal to develop a programme of 20 mph zones and limits in residential and other areas where there is a high presence of vulnerable road users such as pedestrians, children and cyclists? See Action Measures 4-6
Yes   X
No   □
Don’t know   □  

If No or Don’t know, please explain

(b)
Do you agree with the proposal to review the speed limits of major rural roads within five years, with priority placed on those with a known history of collisions? See Action Measures 7-8
Yes   X
No   □
Don’t know   □


If No or Don’t know, please explain
· Agree – such roads should see 50 MPH or even 40 MPH limits imposed – there are a host of difficulties around this though – around enforcing and securing communityu compliance – it may also not sit well with rural wellers. If it is restricted to certain parts of certain routes with a history of accidents it is more likely to be complied with.

· Has it worked in ROI? – evidence would be useful in promoting the concept of at least a partial reduction in speed limits.
(c) 
Are there any additional measures for roads that have not already appeared in the consultation paper that you believe we should consider?

__________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(d) 
Are there any areas of research relating to roads that you feel are particularly important?

__________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4.9 Safer Vehicles

(a) 
NI has little direct control of vehicle standards but can influence vehicle standards most effectively by working with GB and the EU.  Do you agree that this means of influencing vehicle standards is a good way to improve road safety? See Action Measures 56, 62-63
Yes   □
No   □
Don’t know   X


If No or Don’t know, please explain

· Those who already respect the road generally respect their vehicle. Need opportunities perhaps for a formal ‘vehicle epair scheme’ i.e. repair in 72 hours and present to the test station/PSNI for consultation?

· All partnership work is commended
(b) 
Are there any additional measures for vehicles that have not already appeared in the consultation paper that you believe we should consider?

__________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(c) 
Are there any areas of research relating to vehicles that you feel are particularly important?

__________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Road Safety Partner responsibilities

5.1 
Department of the Environment for (NI) – DOE See Action Measures 32, 52-56, 59-66, 68-76, 82-83, 85, 87-106, 108-115, 117-120, 122-134, 138-139, 142-144, 146-149, 151-159, 164-174

(a)
Other than the measures detailed above are there any additional measures that have not already appeared in the consultation paper that you believe the DOE should consider?

· Joined up governance

· Community planning

· Invest in preventative approaches rather than cut back

5.2 Driver & Vehicle Agency – DVA action measures See Action Measures 52, 54, 56, 59, 64

(a)
Other than the measures detailed above are there any additional measures that have not already appeared in the consultation paper that you believe the DVA should consider?

__________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5.3 
Department for Regional Development – (DRD) Road Service See Action Measures 1-31, 34-42, 44-51, 107, 134, 165 & 167

(a) 
Other than the measures detailed above are there any additional measures that have not already appeared in the consultation paper that you believe the DRD Road Service should consider?

__________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5.4 Department of Education - (DE) See Action Measures 134 & 159-163
(a)
Other than the measures detailed above are there any additional measures that have not already appeared in the consultation paper that you believe the DE should consider?

· Focus on education of prevention at schools

· High visibility element in uniforms welcomed 
5.5 
Department of Health, Social Services & Public Safety (DHSS&PS) which includes the NI Ambulance Service (NIAS)  & NI Fire and Rescue Service (NIFRS) See Action Measures 43, 116, 121, 134 & 150

(a) 
Other than the measures detailed above are there any additional measures that have not already appeared in the consultation paper that you believe the DHSS&PS including NIAS and NIFRS should consider?

__________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5.6 Police Service of NI – (PSNI) See Action Measures 57-58, 67, 76-82, 84, 86, 88, 116, 126, 134-137, 140-141 & 145

(a)
Other than the measures detailed above are there any additional measures that have not already appeared in the consultation paper that you believe the PSNI should consider?

__________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5.7 
All Road Safety Partners

(a) 
Are there examples of good practice that you feel are particularly relevant to Northern Ireland and from which you think we can learn.
6.
How we deliver the measures proposed in the 


Consultation paper

At present Road Safety is the responsibility of the Dept of the Environment (NI).  The current Road Safety Strategy is delivered through a partnership approach which includes DOE, DRD, & PSNI.  Progress towards achievement of targets and associated action measures is monitored by DOE.

In delivering the new strategy we hope to expand the partners to include the Dept of Education, NI Ambulance Service and NI Fire & Rescue Service.

How can road safety programmes best be delivered in Northern Ireland and by whom?

· District Councils with effective community planning / crime and disorder legislation.

· Schools / youth clubs


Once you have completed the response form please return it:

By post to: 
Maura Magee or Richard Jordan

Road Safety Strategy and Research Branch

Road Safety Division

Department of the Environment

Clarence Court

10-18 Adelaide Street

Belfast

BT2 8GB

Or

E-mail:
roadsafety.strategy2010@doeni.gov.uk 
All





Further Comments





Concern was raised on the lack of emphasis being given to the need for enforcement as a natural consequence of specific life threatening behaviours on the roads – certain behaviours on the road warrants stiff penalties enforced by the law. – Like cars being impounded for a period, or their licenses suspended immediately for a fixed term. Young drivers should be referred to our ‘Roadwise Programme’ or a similar programme.


Fixed cameras on the roads could assist with deterring bad and dangerous driving besides speeding – there should be a zero tolerance view 


There should be some significance given to the need for ageing drivers to be supported to retire due to declining health etc and the fact they can be a liability on the road.


The preservation of life is of paramount importance  - so a balanced approach is called for between education, enforcement, retraining or retesting and rewarding good and safe driving.
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