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PRESS RELEASE

17 October 2005 – for immediate use

WESTERN INVESTING FOR HEALTH PARTNERSHIP WELCOME SMOKING BAN

The Western Investing for Health Partnership have warmly welcomed Sean Woodward’s announcement of a full smoking ban in the North.

The Partnership who led on an innovative piece of research just published by the British Medical Journal, has praised the Minister’s decision.  Speaking on behalf of the Partnership, Jeff Barr, the Co-chair said, “This legislation is about protecting the health of bar workers in Northern Ireland.  Western Investing for Health has put workplaces health as a key priority and support is needed to ensure that those in the most vulnerable workplace settings are protected.”

One of the co-authors in the research, Brendan Bonner, the Western Investing for Health Manager, said, “Given the strength of our findings on the impact of second hand smoke damage to bar workers’ health, it was impossible to see how a ban could not be introduced.  The evidence shows that there was a 80% improvement in the salvia cotinine levels of non smoking bar workers in the Republic of Ireland.  Cotinine is a by-product of nicotine and directly linked to cancer. There was also clear evidence to show a dramatic improvement in self-reported respiratory symptoms.  The Government would have been failing employees in this sector if the Minister had not have gone for a total ban.”

A copy of the report is available on the Western Investing for Health’s web page on www.westernifh.org. 

- ENDS -

Editorial Notes:

· Western Investing for Health is the Partnership for the WHSSB area to take forward the Government’s Public Health agenda.
· WIFH has 30 intersectoral members - 14 statutory organisations, 14 community and voluntary sector and 2 private;
· WIFH are located at WHSSB HQ, 15 Gransha Park, L’Derry tel number 7186 0086;
· The WIFH Manager is Brendan Bonner; any queries should be directed to him at the above number.  
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