Press Release:

Encouragement for those bereaved by suicide to join Families Forum.

Following the announcement by Health Minister Paul Goggins, on the establishment of a Family Forum for relatives bereaved by suicide, the Western Investing for Health Partnership (WIFH) is encouraging families from the west of the province to participate in the forum.

The forum will give families the direct role they have sought in the implementation of the NI Suicide Prevention Strategy – Protect Life.  Speaking on behalf of WIFH their manager Brendan Bonner highlighted the key role families played in the development of the Protect Life document and the consultation process that followed.  He added there is an important role now for families in terms of monitoring the implementation of the strategy and he encouraged representation at the forum from families from the West of the province.

The first meeting of the forum will take place on Tuesday 1 August 2006 at 10am in the Templeton Hotel, Templepatrick.  The event is open to any member of a family bereaved by suicide and all are welcome to attend.  If you are interested you can register with Melissa Maguire at melissa.maguire@dhsspsni.gov.uk or 02890520534 for catering purposes by 28 July 2006.  Or if people are having difficulty they can register directly with the Western Investing for Health office on 028 71860086.

Whereas Colm Donaghey, chairman of the suicide taskforce, will facilitate the initial meeting, future meetings will be overseen by the families themselves.

