Press Release:

£20,000 THE COST OF A NIGHT ON THE TOWN

The misuse of alcohol, with a subsequent altercation can cost anything up to £20,000 never mind the personal grief for the individual concerned.

The figures were released as part of an ongoing campaign to make people aware of the damage the misuse of alcohol is having on the community.  The findings come from a report produced by the Directors of Public Protection in Wales which estimates for every case where an assault takes place involving alcohol misuse, where one party ends up in hospital, and the other arrested, the costs are in the region of £20,000 for treatment and subsequent prosecution.

The cost for hospital treatment from ambulance transfer to specialist treatment in the more serious of cases is almost £14,000 alone.  On top of that there is loss of earning for the individual, which can run into thousands of pounds and cause financial hardship and subsequent debt in many cases.  Then there is the arrest and prosecution of the assailant, which could run to a further £5,000, and also the financial impact on their own family.

However, the cost of alcohol misuse is not only being felt in cases of violence and assault. Across the broader health sector there has been a increase in admissions and treatment as a result of alcohol abuse and misuse.  Figures for the WHSSB area show that admissions due to mental and behavioural disorders due to use of alcohol have increased by 25% since 1996/97 while Alcoholic Liver Disease has trebled over the same period to 155 cases per year.   Alcohol misuse has also been associated with self harm and suicide rates over the last ten years and the number of admissions as a result of intentional self-poisoning by and exposure to alcohol has increased seven fold to almost 170 cases per year.

Many community and voluntary based organisations in consultations around programmes such as Neighbourhood Renewal and other regeneration initiatives have also raised the issue of the impact of alcohol misuse in society.  Commenting on the situation Brendan Bonner, Western Investing for Health Manager, said, “ There are a number of actions that are required to address the issue and it must begin with individuals taking control.”  He added, “Alcohol is not necessarily a negative thing, it does play an important part in our society and it is widely associated with pleasure and relaxation.  The alcohol industry makes a major contribution to our economy in terms of jobs, excise duties and tourism.  However it’s the misuse that is undoing any positives that exist. It causes damages to individual’s health, families, crime and public disorder and to our economy.”

Addressing the issue cannot be down to the health sector alone; in essence they only pick up the consequences of alcohol misuse.  There is a need for more collaborative working between Government agencies, private sector and the community.    There is a need for a cultural change on our attitudes to more sensible levels of alcohol consumption beginning with a responsible and supportive role with young people and leadership from adults.  There is a role for the Assembly in terms of legalisation on licensing and enforcement on the ground and a need to develop more the information that exists around alcohol misuse and informing people of the consequences in a manner that is meaningful and with support where needed.

For further information on the services that are available you can contact the Western Drugs and Alcohol Team on 028 82253950 or visit www.westernfih.org
Notes to editor:

Any queries contact Brendan Bonner on 028 71860086

New strategy to tackle alcohol misuse launched by the Government in June 2007 (UK- Northern Ireland Strategy launched October 2006)

Western Drugs & Alcohol Team – a partnership based in WHSSB to address issues around alcohol and drug misuse/abuse

Western Investing for Health is a partnership of 28 organisations in the WHSSB area-covering Statutory/Community/Private aimed at promoting health improvement intersectoral and in partnership 
