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2 September 2010

Public Health Agency provides Allotment Funding Opportunity for Community Groups in the West
The Public Health Agency is inviting applications from community organisations for two grants of £10,000 for the development of allotments within the Omagh and Fermanagh areas.  

Welcoming the announcement on the grants Dr Eddie Rooney, Chief Executive, PHA said, “The Public Health Agency is delighted to support this innovative approach to community engagement.  It is widely recognised that allotments provide a broad range of benefits to the community and the environment.  Allotments enable individuals, families and community groups to access low cost fresh food.  Other benefits include providing opportunities for individuals and communities to engage in healthy recreational activity.”
Brendan Bonner, Head of Health Improvement (West), PHA added “By strengthening partnership working and improving community relations, allotment initiatives have proved to be very beneficial for all concerned. This is the second year the Public Health Agency has funded community allotment schemes with partners in the Western area.”

Grant application forms are available from the Health Improvement Team Co-ordinator, Gransha Park House, 15 Gransha Park, Clooney Road, L’Derry, BT47 6FN. Tel 028 7186 0086  or email ailish.oneill@hscni.net. Forms may be downloaded from www.westernifh.org. 

The closing date for applications is Friday 17 September 2010 at 3.00pm.

Ends
For press enquiries contact:

Sally Kelly, Public Relations Officer, on 028 7186 0086 or 075 9035 3458.  Email sally.kelly@hscni.net 
Notes to Editors:
1. Eligibility

The Public Health Agency seeks applications from existing constituted, community-led organisations which support people living in disadvantaged environments or circumstances.  The grants scheme is aimed at developing new allotments so previous experience in developing allotments is not required. 

Community groups must be able to provide evidence of ownership or long-term lease of the proposed land.  In addition, applicants will be asked to demonstrate how they will make the allotment sustainable for at least three years and how the site will be used for training and developing awareness.  Evidence of how the allotment projects will promote social inclusion and develop intergenerational engagement will be provided.  
The project must link in with other initiatives such as Healthy Towns, Neighbourhood Renewal or Rural Regeneration. Any potential for social enterprise development should also be identified.

1

