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Press Release

5 March 2009

Western Investing for Health Partnership Chairs Stand Down

The Co-Chairs of the Western Investing for Health Partnership, Dominic Burke and Jeff Barr, are both standing down from their positions after 3 years leading the Partnership.

The Partnership, which was established in 2002, has a commitment for joint leadership between the community and voluntary, and statutory sectors. Dominic Burke, since taking up post as Acting Chief Executive of the Western Health and Social Services Board, has led on behalf of the statutory sector.  Jeff Barr was nominated by representatives of the non-statutory sector in his role as representative for the Local Strategic Partnerships.

During their period on leadership the Western Investing for Health Partnership was awarded a Model of Best Practice in partnership working by the Office of First Minister, Deputy First Minister Policy Reform Unit and also won the Institute of Health Management’s Excellence Awards for Health Promoting Homes.

In acknowledging their contribution to the Partnership, a presentation was made by the Chairman of Strabane District Council, Jarleth McNulty, on behalf of all the partner organisations. 

The future of the Western Investing for Health Partnership is now involved in discussion in relation to future leadership. Tony Doherty from the Healthy Living Centre Alliance will be taking on the role of representing the non-statutory sector.  Discussions are now taking place with the Public Health Agency and the Health and Social Care Board on who will provide leadership from the health and social care sector.  A decision is due on this shortly.

- ENDS -
Notes to Editor:

· Western Investing for Health is the Partnership for the WHSSB area to take forward the Government’s Public Health agenda.
· WIFH has 33 intersectoral members - 16 statutory Partners, 15 community and voluntary sector and 2 private;
· WIFH are located at WHSSB HQ, 15 Gransha Park, L’Derry. Tel number: 028 7186 0086. The WIFH Manager is Brendan Bonner.






PAGE  
1

