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CHALLENGE COMPETITION

6 August 2010

Limavady Custom Cruisers (a partnership between the Police, Limavady District Policing Partnership and Greystone Centre NWRC) and Jon44w.com, supported by the Public Health Agency and the Road Safety Committee organised an event for young drivers from the North West area.  
The event was held at Limavady Gear Company premises and provided 70 young drivers with an opportunity to pit their driving skills and knowledge against each other through a range of challenges.  Manoeuvres included an opportunity to drive a lorry, a van, reverse a car and trailer etc.  In addition there were a number of team exercises used to demonstrate their knowledge of tyre and vehicle safety.  Vehicles were kindly supplied by Lawrence Deehan Driving Academy, Limavady Gear Company, Limavady Custom Cruisres and Donnelly & Taggarts. 

The Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue Service attended with a responder unit and the DOE’s Mobile Enforcement Unit demonstrated the dangers of a dangerously modified car.

Eugene and Charlie Donnelly, well known local rally car drivers also took the opportunity to undertake several of the manoeuvres and to encourage those in attendance “to keep the craic for the track”.  

Supporting the event, Inspector Stephen Haslett said “Limavady Custom Cruisers continues to demonstrate their commitment to the club and to road safety.  In 2003/04, Limavady DPP identified through consultation local concerns about the disproportionately high proportion of young males who were involved in 'killed and seriously injured' (KSI) collisions, the high volume of modified vehicles and inappropriate use of the road.  These concerns were echoed by the Police, other statutory agencies and road safety pressure groups.”  Inspector Haslett, applauded the innovation shown by the Club by praising their approach and engagement he added, “The club has worked hard to target the right audience and through use of the media to a wider audience.  It gives members the opportunity to modify their cars legally and safely, to develop their driving skills by receiving advanced tuition from both trackskills staff and road traffic officers and to hear the road safety education message in an appropriate way”. 

Paul Gallagher, event co-ordinator with Jon44w said “from the club viewpoint, this event was aimed at getting young drivers away from their computers and carparks and to participate in a road safety orientated event.  The event was also designed to impart learning through testing driving skills and completion of the team exercises” 

On behalf of the Public Health Agency, Brendan Bonner, Head of Health and Social Well Being said, “Addressing injury and loss of life on our roads remains a key priority for the Public Health Agency.  In the past 10 years there has been a one third reduction in deaths on our roads however it is vital that we continue to reduce the risk for our younger drivers.  Through this work in partnership with other agencies and the community we can make real changes by encouraging our young people to consider changing their lifestyle and behaviours”.

A team from North Coast Cruisers won the overall prize, receiving a crystal trophy and 50% of the costs for completing their advanced driving test.  

- ENDS -
Notes to Editors:

· Limavady Custom Cruisers Motor Club was developed out of an innovative project held in 2007 to engage with those most of risk of being killed and seriously injured on the roads, the young adult male and aims to impact through innovative ways upon their knowledge, skills and attitudes to road safety. The Club with a strapline of "Doing it Safely" is jointly sponsored by Limavady District Policing Partnership, the Police, North West Regional College and supported by Limavady Road Safety Committee.
· Jon44w.com is a local web-based club for motor vehicles enthusiasts, with 30,000 people registered. 
· The Health Improvement Team (West) is part of the Public Health Agency, located at Gransha Park House, 15 Gransha Park, L’Derry and the lead is Brendan Bonner.  The Partnership has 30 intersectoral members - 14 statutory organisations, 14 community and voluntary sector and 2 private organisations

· For further information on any of the road safety initiatives supported by the Public Health Agency, please contact Ailish O’Neill in the Western Office on 028 7186 0086 or via email at ailish.oneill@hscni.net.  Telephone:
028 7186 0086. Fax: 028 7186 0311

· For further information, contact Linda R McKee on 077 395 42026 or 028 777 60314.

