Western Investing for Health Media Student Awards

Five young Media Students from the West of the Province have being acknowledged for their excellence in journalism by the Western Investing for Health Partnership.

In an initiative launched last year targeting students who were studying media, the Western Investing for Health Partnership established an award scheme to encourage up-and-coming journalists to examine a more balanced approach to issues surrounding health and well-being.

The awards came about as a result of concern that experts in Public Health had around how the media reported on key issues of health.  Research that has been done by the King’s Fund in the UK attempted to equate illnesses to how they were reported in the news and press.

The survey was called “Death – News – Story”, seen as a good measurement to provoke debate.  It simply measured the number of people who had died from a given a condition to merit a story in the news.  The survey illustrated that during the research, 8,500 had died from smoking for each story that appeared about smoking on the BBC News.  In contrast, it took only 0.33 deaths from variant CJD to merit a story on the BBC News.  

Further research showed for example that the 10 o’clock news carried a noticeably large number of stories about ethical issues in healthcare, such as the right to die of a terminally ill person.  Other proven health risks seem to surface for a limited period when they attract the media attention, an obvious example of this has been obesity.  This appears as news items and papers studied, only once the media caught a story on it to take forward. 

As part of the research the King’s Fund also spoke to reporters and editors.  They were surprised at the patterns of news coverage demonstrated and many said that they would give more space to public health issues but could not because their editors would not let them as they could not find the right stories to bring forward issues in life sufficiently to win space in a crowded news bulletin.  Novelty, drama and especially for television, strong visual content are extremely important.

Taking account of this research, the Western Investing for Health Partnership looked at models of best practice elsewhere in the world.  The model that seemed to work most effectively was the Hungarian Model for Media Awards.  Western IFH adopted this model and have worked with the Colleges of Further and Higher Education and the University of Ulster to encourage those students who are considering a career in media to undertake a piece of research around a public health issue and produce a article, picture or story that could highlight the initiative.

Within the award scheme there were four main categories.  The first category was for the Best Radio Piece, which was won by Neil McGinty.  Neil did a soapbox issue on Radio Foyle to discuss the rights of smokers.  The Best Moving Image piece was won by Eugene Magee and it raised the reality of street drinking from the harmless effects that young people see through to chronic alcoholics street drinking.  The Best Photographic Image was won by Lauren Gallagher and was titled ‘The Crack is Not Always Good’ , which was to raise the issue of Crack Cocaine.  The Best Printed Piece was won by Clare McCafferty and focused on the story of a young girl and underage drinking.  This piece was particularly moving and gave a real vision of a life of a young person and its link to health policies.  For the inaugural year a fifth award was given for the Chairperson’s Award, and on this occasion it went to Sinead McGee for her piece of investigative journalism on underage drinking in Derry City.  The Chair was particularly impressed with the way that the journalist actively engaged with the publicans and the public to raise awareness of underage drinking in the City.

At the Award Ceremony the Co-Chair of the Investing for Health Partnership, Jeff Barr formally launched the 2006 Awards.  He assured the audience that the following year would be more robust and they would seek to encourage wider participation in the scheme from other Colleges and the University of Ulster.

End.

*****************************************

Editors Notes

· All queries should be directed to Brendan Bonner, Western Investing for Health Manager;

· Western IFH is a Partnership between the key statutory, communit , voluntary and private sector in the Western Board area to lead on the Public Health Agenda;

· Award event due 17th June at 11.30am in the Everglades Hotel

