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PRESS RELEASE

21 July 2006 – for immediate use

Welcome Extended to Ethnic Communities

The Strabane Farmers Market at the Canal Basin, Dock St, Strabane on Saturday 29th July will see the launch of a pack to Welcome Migrant Workers and people from different Ethnic Communities to the Strabane District Council Area.  The initiative, jointly funded by Western Investing for Health Partnership and Strabane District Council has produced a pack containing vital information on issues as diverse as how to access a doctor, to how to access accommodation should you become homeless.  Other issues covered include licensing (both driving and TV!), employment, training and Library Services. The information has been professionally designed in a user-friendly format and printed in five different languages.

Looking forward to the launch of the pack, Western IFH Chairperson Jeff Barr commented, “This is an exciting piece of work for the Western IFH Partnership to be involved in.  Our vision for all the people of the Western Board Area is “healthier, happier longer lives for all”.  We hope this pack will provide the information to enable those new to our community to make healthier choices which will enable them to have happier and longer lives in our community”.

Strabane District Council Chairman, Thomas Kerrigan commented “Given the growing numbers of migrant workers and people from ethnic minorities within the district, this Welcome Pack is both useful and timely. Strabane District Council is glad to be associated with the implementation of this initiative”.

Copies of the pack are available from any of the agencies involved or can be downloaded from the Western IFH website on www.westernifh.org 

A range of different organisations was brought together to supply essential information which has been included in the pack. Organisations involved include Western Investing for Health Partnership; Western Health Action Zone; Strabane District Council; Strabane Local Strategy Partnership; Polish Welfare Association; Strabane Ethnic Minorities Support Group; Customised Training Services; Strabane Community Work Programme; Western Health and Social Service Board; Northern Ireland Housing Executive; Department for Employment and Learning; Strabane Association for the Temporary Homeless; Mc Colgans Quality Foods; Foyle Meats; and Business in The Community.

- ENDS -

Editorial Notes:

· Western Investing for Health is the Partnership for the WHSSB area to take forward the Government’s Public Health agenda.
· WIFH has 30 intersectoral members - 14 statutory organisations, 14 community and voluntary sector and 2 private;
· WIFH are located at WHSSB HQ, 15 Gransha Park, L’Derry. Tel number: 028 7186 0086.
· The WIFH Manager is Brendan Bonner.
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