Have you applied for funding yet?

The Western Health & Social Services Board (WHSSB) recently invited applications from the Community & Voluntary Sector aimed at addressing various health promotion themes.  The Board’s Community Development Manager, Martin Quinn, has urged all relevant organisations to consider applying.  With the current funding restrictions, he welcomed this investment by the WHSSB, in community based health & social improvement projects. He then went on to remind groups that the deadline for submission of applications is fast approaching.  Completed applications need to be with the Board by 4pm on Thursday the 2nd of November 2006.

Cathy Mullan the Health Promotion Commissioner, outlined the areas for support.  They are:

Theme 1 – Mental Health and Older People – focus on caring for carers, mental health and well-being for older people and coping skills, particularly related to bereavement. (£37,000 available in total)

Theme 2 – Obesity Prevention For Children – focus on physical activity and nutrition initiatives for children aged 11 and under and their parents. (£41,000 available in total)

Theme 3 – Suicide Prevention – focus on: 

(a) Community Awareness Programme - promoting understanding of mental health and suicide, awareness/signposting to services, support for bereaved. (£25,000 available in total)

(b) Community Bursary scheme - focus on enabling volunteers/workers to access training in talking and listening therapies in support of those affected by suicide. (£10,000 available in total)

For those interested in applying, further information on the breakdown of funding available across the themes can be accessed in the guidance notes, available from the contact details below.

It was pointed out by Brendan Bonner, the Investing for Health Manager, that priority will be given to proposals from areas of deprivation, such as Neighbourhood Renewal areas, or rural communities suffering from disadvantage.

Applicants also need to note that the funding being made for initiatives comes from 2006 / 07 monies meaning that the resultant projects need to be delivered between Nov 06 – March 07.

For further information and application forms please contact Shauna on 028 7186 0086 or email to cd.hpsec@whssb.n-i.nhs.uk
Application packs can also be downloaded by accessing either the WHSSB or IFH websites, www.whssb.n-i.nhs.uk & www.westernifh.org.

