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Background

1. The Western Investing for Health Partnership (WIFH) is comprised of over 31 members from a range of community, voluntary, statutory and private organisations in the Western Board area.

2. The aims of Investing for Health are to improve the health status of the population and to reduce inequalities in health.

3. The WIFH partnership undertakes its work through 4 age-based sub-groups.  The response to this consultation is from the Later Years sub-group of WIFH.

General Comments

4. The Later Years Sub-group welcomes the development of proposals specifically to improve the safety of older people.  Fear of crime has been expressed as a major concern by older people at various consultation events we have held to develop our work and action plans over the past 4 years.  The sub-group acknowledges that reducing crime and fear of crime will have a positive impact on the health of older people.

5. Partnership working is essential to improving the safety of older people and we would particularly acknowledge the key role played by local communities in identifying those individuals who are most vulnerable.

6. The WIFH Partnership has funded a number of initiatives over the past four years to reduce the fear of crime and to better inform older people of the range of services available to them.  These include the provision of telecare packages to over 240 older people, 3000 personal alarms, home safety information events in Omagh and Fermanagh and a directory of services for older people in Omagh.

7. WIFH has recently undertaken an action research project in 3 rural priority areas in the West in order to maximise access to and uptake of services to older people and would be happy to share the model devised for targeting those who are most vulnerable in our society.  This research also identified that slightly less than 50% of 150 homes targeted had no basic security measures.  We are now proactively working to ensure that these homes have at least basic security measures installed.

8. No reference is made in the proposals to the role of the PSNI.  Feedback has been received from some older people recently of the poor response by the PSNI for assistance.

9.
It is important that proposals for the safety of older people are incorporated into any future strategies for community planning.

Strategic Aims

10. Whilst the Later Years Sub-group acknowledges that the focus in the proposals is on high-level actions to be taken forward at a regional level it is important that initiatives are piloted throughout Northern Ireland in both urban and rural areas.  We would particularly welcome initiatives being rolled out to the West.

11. There is considerable learning to be gleaned from local projects and we would welcome any opportunity to further develop our learning and to share our learning from the initiatives we have undertaken with others.

Response to Specific Questions

Strategic Aim 1 - What other actions could help tackle crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour?

12. The proposals in 4.13 are welcome however it is imperative as noted that they are developed in partnership with other organisations in order to ensure that they are rolled out successfully, implemented correctly and do not duplicate services already on the ground.  In particular the community and voluntary sector have a significant role to contribute.

13. Careful consideration also needs to be given to how pilot projects can be sustained into the future.  Good Morning Schemes are extremely beneficial to older people however funding is required to ensure their long-term viability.  

14. Further telecare projects should be implemented to reduce fear of crime.  Evidence from evaluations of telecare has demonstrated their benefit in reducing fear of crime and improving well being.  Opportunities should be explored at a regional level to secure funding for the installation of telecare community safety packages for vulnerable older people across Northern Ireland.

Strategic Aim 2 - What other actions could reduce the impact of crime against older people and raise awareness of community safety issues, enabling them to feel more confident about their personal safety?

15. The proposals outlined in 4.18 are welcomed however more cognisance needs to be given on how to reach older people not involved in groups.  Approximately only 10% of older people attend groups; therefore, there are considerable amounts of older people who do not.  Furthermore one in ten older people live alone and as such are more at risk of isolation.  Information and resources shared with older peoples groups should also be made available to generic community groups, churches, social services and other front line staff who will have close links with older people in their community.  Consideration should also be given in respect of how to reach out to older people from ethnic groups such as Irish Travellers and the Chinese community etc.

16. The proactive engagement of the media as suggested will be extremely important in helping to reduce the fear of crime.  More good news stories on reduction of crime, for example, are required.

17. Whilst the regional initiatives are important funding is required at a local level to ensure that the most vulnerable are identified and provided with the information and services they require to enable them to live free of the fear of crime.  The role of Community Safety Partnerships is vital in ensuring that local needs are addressed.

End.

_1159362393.doc
[image: image1.png]WESTERN

it
Investing
| P"Health








