NEW CO-CHAIR OF HEALTH PARTNERSHIP

The Western Investing for Health Partnership has announced a new co-chair, Jeff Barr from the Koram Centre, a community-based mental health support project. Jeff succeeds Denyse Walker, the first community based co-chair of one of the NI Investing for Health Partnerships who has stepped down after two years in the role.

Denyse, who is manager of the Fermanagh based family support group Home-Start Lakeland, has held the position of co-chair since the inception of the Western Investing for Health Partnership in November 2002.  She was nominated by her colleagues who represented the community, voluntary and private sectors to work alongside Steven Lindsay the Chief Executive of Western Health and Social Services Board as co-chair.

During her period in post Denyse jointly oversaw the development of the Partnership’s Strategy which seeks "healthier, happy and longer lives for all the people" in the Western Board area.  One of the highlights of Denyse's role, as co-chair was when she addressed the inaugural NI Investing for Health Conference in 2003 as the only speaker from the community and voluntary sector.

Denyse’s contribution has been praised and commended by all colleagues and staff on the Partnership. Her co-chair Steven Lindsay,  said, “I would applaud Denyse's leadership and vision which has helped guide the Partnership through a major process of growth and development”.  

In addition to co-chairing the Partnership Denyse also took on a mentoring role for the highly successful Western Health Action Zone, which is taking forward pilot initiatives targeting disadvantaged families and older people. Denyse is also a member of the Fermanagh Early Years Partnership and of Sperrin Lakeland Domestic Violence Forum. 

Denyse is stepping down to give more attention to the development of Home-Start in Fermanagh but will remain as a member Western Investing for Health Partnership where her particular interest will continue to lie in developing the Health and Wellbeing of families.

Jeff Barr, the new co-chair, is a member of the Strabane Local Strategy Partnership and has already shown a significant commitment to the process of partnership working.  Jeff has taken on the challenge of leading the Partnership and championing the ethos of people and organisations working together to improve the health and wellbeing of the local populations  He said one of his first tasks is will be to raise the profile of Investing for Health and highlight the opportunities it can bring.

END.

Editorial Notes:

· Western Investing for Health is the partnership for the WHSSB area to take forward the Government’s Public Health agenda;

· WIFH has 30 members intersectoral, 14 statutory organisations, 14 C&V sector and 2 Private;

· WIFH are located at WHSSB HQ, 15 Gransha Park, L’Derry, 71860086;

· The WIFH Manager is Brendan Bonner; any queries should be directed to him.

