PRESS RELEASE

CONCERN OF CONTINUED CARNAGE ON OUR ROADS

The Western Investing for Health Partnership has raised its continued concern on the carnage on Northern Ireland’s roads. The statement comes as a result of the death of the 100th person to be killed on the roads this year so far.

The Partnership are already actively involved in a number of initiatives with PSNI, Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue Service and Northern Ireland Ambulance Service around trying to address the issue of speeding on our roads in particular.

The Partnership have worked with a number of youth groups to get a better understanding of what young peoples attitudes are to speeding and have more recently, in collaboration with the Institute of Advanced Motoring have delivered the ‘Advanced Motoring Skills’ programme. This is a programme designed to enhance the driving skills of young people and help them to be much safer on the roads. A new module has recently been added to demonstrate the impact of speeding and collisions on the road and the Partnership are keen to see this type of initiative rolled out. The programme runs in all five District Council areas and whereas it would normally cost £100, has been made available for just £25 and the Partnership would like to encourage more young people to participate in the programme.

Western Investing for Health are currently in negotiations with PSNI in terms of developing a referral process for young people caught speeding onto this type of programme. Speaking in respect of the initiative, the Investing for Health Manager, Brendan Bonner said, “We need to develop young people’s driving skills, it is not just enough to pass your driving test and then be given a license. Northern Ireland roads are amongst the most difficult and dangerous in the UK and we must therefore ensure that young people are skilled up to be able to manage the roads. Furthermore, they must be made aware of the impact that speeding has on not just the risk they put their own lives at, but also other road users, including pedestrians. This type of programme not only tries to skill up, but also develop a sense of self civic responsibility in those who participate”.

If you have any further further queries in respect of the programme, please contact the WIFH Office on 028 7186 0086 or email Ifhsecretary@whssb.n-i.nhs.uk.

- ENDS -
Editorial Notes:

· Western Investing for Health is the Partnership for the WHSSB area to take forward the Government’s Public Health agenda.
· WIFH has 33 intersectoral members - 16 statutory Partners, 15 community and voluntary sector and 2 private;
· WIFH are located at WHSSB HQ, 15 Gransha Park, L’Derry. Tel number: 028 7186 0086. The WIFH Manager is Brendan Bonner.
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