Investing for Health Partnership showcased in Best Practice Scheme

The Western Investing for Health Partnership (WIFH) is celebrating its inclusion in the 2005 NI Best Practice in the Public Sector Scheme.  The Office of the First Minister and Deputy First Minister has recognised the progress made towards ‘partnership working’ by the Partnership and its sister organisation Western Health Action Zone (WHAZ).  

The Partnership, which was only established in September 2002, was created to tackle the major issues that impact on health and well-being in the western board area.   The accolade is a resounding acknowledgement for the work of the 30 organisations that participate in the partnership and for those outside the initiative who have also supported a broad range of ventures.

WIFH submitted two programmes in particular that will be showcased at a high profile public event in the Stormont Hotel, Belfast on Thursday of this week.  The guest speaker is NI Office Minister Jeff Hooker, who is keen to encourage a process of public sector reform and commended the eight organisations that had been selected.  WIFH was the only organisation form the west of the province that was selected as a model of best practice

The first initiative to be showcased is  ‘The Health Promoting Homes Programme’ piloted in Strabane last year.  A range of public, private and statutory sector organisations came together to deliver a programme targeting prevention of obesity in homes setting located in the most disadvantaged areas of the District. 25 families took part in the first phase of the initiative.

The second initiative was ‘The Western Home Safety Programme’.  This programme employs 5 Home Safety Officers, one each western District council’s.  Led by the Western Health Action Zone and Western Group of Environmental Health Officers the programme has provided over 3,000 pieces of safety equipment to homes of vulnerable people across the WHSSB area.

Speaking on the announcement of the results the Western IFH Co-Chairperson, Jeff Barr commented, “ The inclusion of Western Investing For Health in this scheme is an endorsement of the work we have undertaken. Partnership working is a vital element of our goal to achieve healthier, happier, longer lives for all our people.  We hope by showcasing these projects throughout the year we will inspire others to work together for positive living.  Improving the health and well-being of the population requires us all to work together and for individuals to take responsibility for their own health.   These two programmes demonstrate that this partnership working is possible, effective and will yield results for people.” 

Editors Notes:

Western Investing for Health is the partnership for the WHSSB area to take forward the Government’s Public Health agenda.

WIFH has 30 members intersectoral, 14 statutory organisations, 14 C&V sector and 2 Private.

WIFH are located at WHSSB HQ, 15 Gransha Park, L’Derry, 71860086.

More details on the scheme can be found at www.bestpracticeni.gov.uk .  Contact Western IFH for more details on either the Home Safety of Health Promoting Homes Programmes on 028 72 860086.

