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PRESS RELEASE

21 July 2006 – for immediate use

Award Winning Health Promoting Homes Programme Rolled out:
The highly acclaimed Health Promoting Homes project is now to be rolled out to the whole of the WHSSB in the coming year.  The lead organisation in the initiative Western Investing for Health Partnership (WIFH) is seeking applications from community-based organisations interested in running the Health Promoting Homes Programme in their local community.  Programmes can be targeted at communities in certain geographic areas, or for communities of interest.  

The Partnership plan to fund one programme in each of the District Council areas across the Western Health and Social Services Board area.    This includes Fermanagh, Omagh, Strabane, Derry and Limavady.  A maximum of £10,000 per year is available in each area to cover costs for programme delivery.

Speaking on the launch of the programme, Séamus Mullen, WIFH Assistant Manager said, “Having built on the pilot phase of the programme we have been able to develop a delivery model based on best practice.  To date over 150 families have benefited from the initiative and following positive evaluation we are keen to see the initiative rolled out.   We are now seeking competent organisations who can deliver the programme over a period of two years.”  In respect of possible delivery mechanisms he added; “We would particularly encourage partnership applications where there may be a lack of community capacity in certain disadvantaged geographical areas”.  

A comprehensive application pack, is available on request from the Western Investing for Health Office on 028 7186 0086, email ifhsecretary@whssb.n-i.nhs.uk .  Further details are available on the WIFH web site at www.westernifh.org.  The closing date for applications is 17 August 2006.

- ENDS -

Editorial Notes:

· Western Investing for Health is the Partnership for the WHSSB area to take forward the Government’s Public Health agenda.
· WIFH has 30 intersectoral members - 14 statutory organisations, 14 community and voluntary sector and 2 private;
· WIFH are located at WHSSB HQ, 15 Gransha Park, L’Derry. Tel number: 028 7186 0086.
· The WIFH Manager is Brendan Bonner.
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