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Local Health Group to be Recognised at World Conference

A representative from the North West has been invited to attend next week’s International Cancer and Tobacco Control Conference which takes place in Washington DC.  Mr Eamon O’Kane of Derry Healthy Cities will attend the conference on behalf of the Western Investing for Health Partnership.  In 2005 Western Investing for Health, working with Derry Healthy Cities, played a key role in a major piece of All-Island research on the benefits of the smoking ban in the Republic of Ireland.   The aim of this successful research was to validate the introduction of the ban on health and safety grounds.

Welcoming the invitation to the Washington conference, Brendan Bonner, Manager of Western Investing For Health said:  “We’re delighted that our work has been recognised and that we have received this invitation.  As a strategic health improvement body it was natural for us to get involved in the All-Island research.  We view participation as a vital stepping stone towards validating our demands for a smoking ban in the North. I am pleased to say that the final report has had a very influential effect on the recent decision to ban smoking in Northern Ireland.  We are equally pleased to have Eamon O’Kane of Derry Healthy Cities attending the conference on our behalf.  Eamon led on the physical elements of the research for us and played a key part in the final outcome.  I would also, on behalf of the study team, like to thank all of the bar staff who took part”.
The research in question was led by Trinity College in Dublin with research partners from Cork, Galway and Derry.  The purpose of the study was to show the effect of smoking on bar staff both before and after the smoking ban being introduced.  Through Western IFH bar staff in Derry, Limavady and Strabane agreed to act as a control group for the study that took place over a period of 12 months.  The participants were tested at the start and end of the 12-month period and the results were used to compare the effects of exposure to tobacco smoke pre- and post the smoking ban. 

Commenting on his visit to Washington, Eamon O’Kane, Director of Derry Healthy Cities said:  “I’m delighted at this unexpected invitation.  We share common objectives with Western IFH and were happy to assist with the research.  We hoped that the work would help inform the Northern Ireland situation and Western IFH were very pro-active in getting the results to the Minister for Health in advance of his decision to ban smoking here.  It is good to know that the North West played a key role in informing what could be one of the most positive public health advances in recent years”.

Papers on the outcome and impact of the research will be presented at the conference in Washington.  It is anticipated that some 25,000 delegates will attend to share knowledge and experience of work across the globe.  Anyone who wishes to access the report on the All-island research can find a copy on the Western IFH website, http://www.westernifh.org/. 

- ENDS -

NOTES TO EDITORS

1. Western Investing for Health is the Partnership for the WHSSB area to take forward the Government’s Public Health agenda www.westernifh.org
2. WIFH has 30 intersectoral members - 14 statutory organisations, 14 community and voluntary sector and 2 private organisations.
3. WIFH are located at WHSSB HQ, 15 Gransha Park, L’Derry and can be contacted on 028 7186 0086.
4. The WIFH Manager is Brendan Bonner who can be contacted at the above number.  
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