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Ministerial Group on Public Health

The Western IFH Partnership once again reiterated the need for a strong Ministerial Group in Public Health (MGPH) to continue to champion the broader IFH strategy throughout Northern Ireland.  A good example for this was the need to identify the process for mainstreaming initiatives like for example, fruit in schools, and there would be a clear role for MGPH in respect of this.
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IFH Strategy 2004 – 2014

The meeting formally signed off the IFH Strategy for the period 2004 – 2014.  There are still a number of amendments in terms of content of the strategy, but members were overall happy enough that we now need to go into the stage of implementation.

It was agreed that Section 4 –the Strategic Framework, should be converted into a short six-page document, which will be used for general promotion and information about IFH.  The name for this document will have to change and we will also have to include our list of Partnership members.

It was agreed that there is still some work to be done in terms of the Action Plan and this would now pass over to the subgroups to take forward.
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Project Spend 04 / 05

The meeting approved the following items for programme expenditure in 2004 / 05:

(i) A capital amount of £15,000.00 for the development of a communications strategy, promotional material and enhancement of the Western IFH webpage.  This work will build on the recommendations of the communications subgroup, and enhance the webpage, which is currently under independent review, to be more user friendly.

(ii) To develop a new media student’s award for students aged 16+ years, who are in their final year of a media studies course in a college of Further Education or University that is based in the Western Board area.  This will be a three-year project with total investment of £2,000.00 per year.

(iii) Comprehensive Analysis of our state and Well-being – an amount of £15,000.00 was allocated to develop better baseline information on what the actual state of our health and well-being in the Western Board area is.  This work should build on work that has already been undertaken by the Director of Public Health, but also look at the wider determinants of health, and more specifically break the information down into the four subgroup themes that are being taken forward by IFH.

(iv) Roll out Return Unused Medicines (RUM) - Built on the success of the Return of Unused Medicines project, the Partnership have allocated a maximum sum of £10,000.00 to roll out the project in the five district council areas.  The projects directly link in with the Home Safety Officers initiatives, which are currently in place in the five district council areas and Galliagh Women’s Group should be engaged to become trainers in developing and taking this scheme forward.

(v) Citizenship programme - Under the theme of Teenage Transition, the Partnership approved an initiative to build on the success of the Common Purpose ‘Your Turn’ initiative to take forward a citizenship programme for children aged 13 + 14 years.  The programme that currently runs only in the Derry City Council area should be spread out to all five district council areas, with a priority given to those schools that are in TSN areas.  Assurance has been given that there will be proper profiling, taking account of gender, religion and other key areas within section 75.  Funding was approved for £15,000.00 in year 1, £30,000.00 in year 2 and £30,000.00 in year 3.

(vi) Micro business extension programme – The Partnership approved a further investment of £10,000.00 to take forward the next stage of the micro business health and safety initiative which is being run in the Sperrin Lakeland area, through the western group of environmental health officers.  It was agreed that the £10,000.00 should be seen as added value to other resources, which could be attained form other sources such as the Northern Ireland Health and Safety Executive.

(vii) Extension of the Home Safety Project – Based on the initial success of the home safety officers project, which have been based in the district council areas, the Partnership approved an additional £5,000.00 to each council to extend the contract of officers up until as near as possible to September 2005 to allow for a full evaluation and to seek an new initiative to mainstream the project in future.

(viii) Telecare – The Partnership approved funding of £20,000.00 to tackle the waiting list for the highly innovative Telecare project, which is operating for older people in the Sperrin Lakeland Trust area, administered through the Health Action Zone.
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DSD Outreach (WASOP)

The Partnership discussed the innovative WASOP programme and sought to encourage as many statutory partners as possible to participate in the programme.  The programme will involve the recruitment and placement of ten statutory employees from middle management roles on a part-time temporary secondment to a community and voluntary sector organisation for a total of one year.  The programme will be run over two years.
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Effective Tobacco Control Policies in the Workplace 

The meeting discussed proposals for a major conference this year in terms of tobacco control in workplaces.  This is a joint initiative between all IFH Partnerships in Northern Ireland and would be coordinated by ASH, who has a subgroup on smoke free environments.  The initial cost for the one-day conference is estimated at around £10,000.00.  Members raised some concerns at the cost for a one-day conference and it was agreed that this would be investigated further.
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Investing in Healthier Communities 

The meeting was advised that there is a current review going on in terms of the EPF’s Investing for Healthier Communities programme, which previously had funded 27 demonstration projects throughout the province.  Further funding has now been allocated to the initiative and the process is currently being examined on how to roll this project out in future.
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Building the Community Pharmacy Partnerships 

The meeting were advised that the community pharmacy partnership has now been extended and is going on to a second phase.  This is an opportunity to support pharmacies to engage with local community based organisations.  It was felt an obvious opportunity here would be to roll out the Return Unused Medicine.
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Western HAZ 

Members were given an update on the progress with HAZ and a full report is available on www.westernhaz.org.  Discussion also took place in terms of the ongoing evaluation of HAZ and in particular, the relationship between HAZ and IFH.  Members were advised that this is a key issue that should be kept in mind and the consultants ‘Capita’ could approach members to discuss further IFH and its relationship to HAZ.
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