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Press Release: EMBARGO 5 November

Community Health Excellence Awards Launched

Community groups who have taken forward initiatives to tackle health improvement are being invited to nominate themselves for the Western Investing for Health Community Excellence Awards.

The scheme, which the Partnership launched last year, seeks to highlight projects run by community groups that encourage local people to improve the own health and well-being.  There is a first prize of £1,000 for the top project in each of the five District Council areas in the Western Health and Social Services Board area.

Speaking at the launch of this years scheme, Brendan Bonner, Investing for Health Manager said, “ We are looking for projects which have directly involved the local community in identifying the need for the project and in running a programme or event that has made individuals or groups think about their own well being”.  He added, “Last years winners came from the youth and older peoples sectors but the Partnership is keen to seen a variety of submissions including from those who work with specific themes or targeted audience.”

Guidance notes and an expression of interest forms can be obtained from the Western Investing for Health Office on 028 71860086 or downloaded from www.westernifh.org.  The closing date for submissions is 19 December 2007 and the winners will be announced in February 2008.

Notes to the Editors;

Investing for Health is the Governments Public Health Strategy for NI

Western Investing for Health is a multi sectoral partnership that implements the strategy in the WHSSB area.

Any queries contact Brendan Bonner on 028 71860086

www.westernifh.org
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